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The Omushkego Ishkotayo Tipachimowin is a free newsletter published by Five Nations Energy Inc. (FNEI) to keep the Mushkegowuk Communities, 

and the general public, informed about the FNEI Transmission Line, and other issues associated with energy use.  FNEI is a federally incorporated 

non-profit Corporation that owns and operates a 138kv electrical transmission line from Moosonee to Attawapiskat, ON.  This line connects three 

remote Cree Communities to the main Ontario transmission grid, and covers a distance of 270 kms.  For more information, please visit 

www.fivenations.ca.  Cree translation is provided by Mr. Greg Spence.  This edition is a special tribute to the late Mr. Ed Chilton, who was very in-

strumental, as lead Project Co-ordinator, in the pre and post construction of the FNEI Transmission Line, not only with the design and engineering 

contractors, and construction contractors, but also was the lead in negotiating with government, financial institutions, regulatory,  and other partners, 

to see that this project moved ahead for the benefit of the Western James Bay Communities.  
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.yEl; mE;d> fcvenmU eW fcvenm yMpmhU h .wgvH okpU mg<hiMnm mE;dH .yEl; mgnmp i<g moo

nbH , nmgyvH okpU mg<hiMnm mE;dnmkxo> i<g ;gjk lnhp h bwvcooj mE;do> , bcvgonbHN okpU 

mg<hiMnm mE;d> jvn, jv .jyH j<jnpvgonbU ,h h .wgyJyhH QokU jv bcfMnmU h faUgjH i<g ctgv

H 138 , m<xg;iH .to<jnm mE;dnmkx" eJoH xoE bgnbx<hsH .Ud#.N .y xqhx" bp<;nbxlo;nbH m

oonm mgnmp bUg jvn, .Ud#. .to<jnm mE;dnmkxo> i<g bnbMd tgstgp tp U;ngJtgp oQ , m<nhx

lkHN  bnbMd j<logenmUN mgxH www.fivenations.ca hInh m<ao< j nl<hMpml>N .y x<jv fcvenmU , j<gv

tG ,G v_focU h j hEj.G p<xV , ohonmgG bcfMnmoo>N boy o<gT h bf jvgonbooH i<g h mEnh 

jwgonbooH okpU mg<hiMnm mE;d> .to<jnm mEdnmkxo> x; h j .wgov i<g h bcfMnm .wvlov i<

g h bcfMnmolov yh i<g j ohohgT , nmgxttv jv .jynb i<g Qokp h xegbov i<g h mgQn,ov 

i<g ;gjk h j nmv bcfMtsov ,j hpnbcgH .ro> bcfMnmoo> jv bf xedyhooH l .v nmvm;ov ph

aubH Ft< nmoa;H mgnmpN 
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By Mr. Mike Metatawabin 

Determined, Compassionate, Innova�ve, understanding, 

tolerant, and persistent.  These are the virtues Ed exempli-

fied during the years leading up to the �mely comple�on of 

the James Bay Transmission line project.  His dedica�on and 

perseverance to pushing forward despite the obstacles and 

many challenges is what made the project successful. 

 

As a former Chief in Fort Albany during the ini�al start up 

phase of the project back in 1998, I watched and worked 

with Ed as a member of the team and as one of a number of 

Chiefs who were tasked to provide poli�cal support.  As al-

ways, Ed had a dis�nc�ve nature of having the ability to em-

brace everyone wholeheartedly to the team.  It was always 

his prac�ce to shake hands and provide a warm hug upon 

arrival to the mee�ngs.   

 

The commitment and dedica�on he bestowed upon the 

work he undertook to carry out was obvious.  If there was 

an obstacle, he found ways to keep the par�es together.  

There were two sides to the project, the experts coming to 

the table from the electrical transmission industry, and the 

membership of the communi�es who for the most part did 

not comprehend the magnitude of the work entailed in 

bringing reliable hydro electricity to the remote communi-

�es.   As we speak today, Five Na�ons Energy Inc. is the only 

First Na�ons owned transmission line company in Ontario, 

and possibly the rest of the country.  Other regions and First 

Na�ons are only beginning to do what Ed set out to do, to 

bring in reliable energy.  

 

There are only a few from the communi�es who will recog-

nize and appreciate the benefits derived from having 

a0ained ownership of a transmission line.  For others, they 

are envious of what has been accomplished of the work Ed 

spearheaded, along with a number of other people who un-

derstood the vision and helped to carry it out.  The idea was 

proposed by a few others and Ed was instrumental in nur-

turing the concept into what it is today.   

 

Having been born and raised in Fort Albany, there was no 

opportunity for growth or independence as a community. 

The never ending power outages, the wai�ng involved for 

Hydro One to come and fix simple technical glitches, some-

�mes taking anywhere from six hours to three days, de-

pending on the weather condi�ons.  These were the reali�es 

we put up with.  There was very li0le that could be done 

from the community level. 

 

Today, we can boast of being independent, environmentally 

friendly, technically savvy, and most of all, being able to 

demonstrate ability and capability to operate a transmission 

company despite the condescending a1tudes of the indus-

try and government. 

 

h oho .jynmnmG , j<jMsgnbG ,G v_fU h mfttfcUh oho .jynmnmG , j<jMsgnbG ,G v_fU h mfttfcUh oho .jynmnmG , j<jMsgnbG ,G v_fU h mfttfcUh oho .jynmnmG , j<jMsgnbG ,G v_fU h mfttfcU    

    

j y<hn,gT j Kjg> .G bcfMnmU .Ej lnhp j e<jpT j o

MsgT j ocnm<gT i<g lo;H j uvg> .G bcfMnmUN ,nhom 

tu lnhp h j u;gG rnhV bom xAp xoE h bf jwgonb

H boy Ft<a .to<jnm mE;dnmkx" bcfMnmUN ,j cjfof

JG i<g ,h , .v AogG i<g ohU , bf jsggG bg bo

m lnhp h j jxEh;ponbH i<g bom tFG lnhp h j pjEh

;ponbj ,nho n,vj tucooH .ro> bcfMnmoo>N 

 

.gpH h j .jyhonmkU xga;H rnhV o<gT h bf jvgonbjc

U boy bcfMnmU 1998 h xAHN Uj hpnbcy> i<g Uj nmv 

bcfMy> ,G , nmv bcfMyhH h j bs<hgjH i<g akH op 

boj ;gjkH .jyhpH h j bcfMvH jv pgynbjH .jynmnmo

H mdlN eqH ,nho h msgH ,G h j mw hEjgG jv .fpG 

tMn, bom h bs<hgtovN ,nho eqH h msgH , nbvLy<cU 

.vvoH i<g , MCcop<cU bn,ohp m<x h g;woov pjEh

snmoHN 

 

boro> h j mw cjfofJG i<g KjgG .G bcfMnmU jv x

eggG j ckdpnhoo>N jq<xU h jx<h;ponbooH lnhoo> j 

t<hT jv nmv nbnmvmsogvj onqLjpnhU boy bcfMnmU h 

hEj.vH , av nmgxngvH .to<jnm mE;dnmkxnm jv bcfMn

moH , .vvH i<g moonbH .G mgnmonbH lhG .KT ,h h 

oMsgjH h m<xv tqoH boro> bcfMnmoo> , agonboo

H h ytwsvhdH .to<jnm mE;dnmo> bom h pnmpnhooj 

mgnmpN buV yh , boevhdH boy okpU mg<hiMnm mE;

d> h faUvhdH .to<jnm mE;dnmkxnm hTco .g.Ud#. b

<jH i<g yE;V ,<xDH .g hpgN ;gjk x<jg<jk i<g okpU 

mg<hiMnm mE;d> x; bf jvgnbH h j jvgG ,G ,gG h y

twsvhdoH mE;do>N  
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Cree Transla�on of President’s Tribute Con�nued on Page 4 

Cree Transla�on of FNEI President’s Tribute to Mr. Ed Chilton 



  

 

DnhwwnbH bom mgnmoH l oMgn,ogjH i<g h pp<;

en,ogjH bom h .v nmvm;ponbooH , faUvhdH 

boy .to<jnmkx"N ;gjkH gUh i<g oppU mdognyH 

h j mw hEjgonbooH bnb ,G h ohonmgG bwV bo

j ;gjkH moonbH h j oMsgjH nb .fJcvhdoH i<g 

h j pgyn,vH , bcfMvhdoHN j boegynbhnpnpH b

fG ;gjkH i<g nmp ,G j bcfM> jv bf ognmjoo

H boro> h j mdovhd;ci buV yh h mwpnhHN 

 

,j ognmjkU i<g .CxjmhnmkU xga;H ep gnhucU l 

.v ognmjH i<g x; faotfJyhH mgnmUN ,nh nm<hV 

h .v AocoH mE;d> , bk<gn,coH i<g , amfcU 

akH mE;d> jv g;wjH i<g jv .wgvH bg jv bxwE 

lnhoo> h yocooH b<h> U;ng< jonhoEh> xoE o<s 

jwhnb bg .f h mwjwhoHN ,nho lnhp h j ocnm

vhdjN ep hpl bxwE j msvhdcU mgnmoH .vN 

 

buV yh h jwhH j yyg;Mpp> , faotfJkH , tu 

xedyhH cnhg<ht;H i<g hEj.nmnmU , mgnhH bcvgn

moH i<g ynbV .KT , nbcfpnbonbH , hEjgonbH 

i<g bcfMnmoH vj xeggonbH .to<jnm mE;dnmkxn

m hTco bg .f , gcdoenmn,vH bo j jv bcfMn

mp i<g jv .jy>N 

Cree Transla�on of President’s Tribute to Mr. Ed Chilton con�nued from Page 3 
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Ed Chilton, le., and Mike Metatawabin, right. 

Handshake upon signing the De Beers Canada Agreements. 

 

ORIGINAL FNEI BOARD OF DIRECTORS WITH ED CHILTON  

Back Row:  Chief Arthur Sco0, Fort Albany First Na�on; 

Mr. Merv McLeod, McLeod Wood Associates Inc.; Mr. 

David McIntyre, Power Budd, LLP; Mr. Ed Chilton, Project 

Co-ordinator for FNEI. 

 

Middle Row:  Ms. Nancy Wood, McLeod Wood Associates 

Inc.; Mr. Peter Budd, Power Budd, LLP; Chief Oliver Wes-

ley, Kashechewan First Na�on; Chief Peter Archibald, 

Taykwa Tagamou Na�on. 

 

Front Row-Seated: Chief Ernest “Toby” Beck; Moose Cree 

First Na�on; Chief Ignace Gull, A0awapiskat First Na�on; 

Mr. Ernie T. Sutherland, 1st President of FNEI.   
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By Ms. Lucie Edwards 

Tribute to Mr. Ed Chilton: 

I a0ended a conference recently on 

energy and the focus was on opportu-

ni�es for Youth.  At the beginning of 

the conference, one of the Co-chairs 

led the discussion on how posi�ve and 

nega�ve ideas help shape any organi-

za�on or individual on moving for-

ward.   He used the metaphor of the 

two water bo0les.  It was an experi-

ment done on freezing two water 

bo0les, but prior to freezing the 

bo0les, par�cipants were asked to fo-

cus on the first water bo0le and force 

nega�ve thoughts prior to freezing, 

then they were told to do the same 

with the second water bo0le but now 

focusing with posi�ve thoughts.  When 

the experiment was completed, the 

conclusion and results was the frozen 

water bo0le with nega�ve thoughts 

had jagged points on the ice and dis-

propor�onate, however, with the sec-

ond bo0le, it came out with nice con-

toured ice forma�ons.  The whole 

point of the experiment was to prove 

when we focus posi�ve energies and 

thoughts on things, the flow is almost 

perfect but when we focus on the neg-

a�ve, the flow is not as great.  This is 

what Ed saw for this organiza�on, Five 

Na�ons Energy Inc. (FNEI). He wanted 

to see success and his focus on this 

was dear to him and he had a great 

belief in this company.  He strove to 

get his message across, the strong 

work ethic and principles he upheld, to 

the communi�es as owners of this 

company.  He wanted everyone to see 

the posi�ve a0ributes FNEI, as an or-

ganiza�on, carried.  Ed was a great 

visionary.  Everything he did was for 

the best interests of the company right 

up un�l he could muster the last of his 

energy.  This is his legacy. 

I have been privileged to work along-

side Ed for the last couple of years and 

in that �me I got to know Ed as some-

one humble, with quite a sense of hu-

mor, and steadfast on his beliefs.   He 

provided insight on the history of FNEI 

because he has been instrumental in 

the forma�on of FNEI right from the 

beginning.  He had a great passion for 

improving a system that only bene-

fi0ed the owner communi�es, and in 

the countless discussions we had, it 

was always for the people- what can 

we do more to improve?  He always 

thought of the communi�es we 

served.   One of my last few conversa-

�ons with him, he was looking ahead 

again and he knew his �me was short; 

he insisted that we con�nue the hard 

work and focus on the posi�ve 

strengths FNEI has and use them to 

build on the vision that was created by 

others before him.   I have no doubts 

this will happen.  Ed was a remarkable 

man and I will miss him. 

Lucie Edwards, CEO 

h oho .jynmnmG , j<jMsgnbG ,G v_h oho .jynmnmG , j<jMsgnbG ,G v_h oho .jynmnmG , j<jMsgnbG ,G v_h oho .jynmnmG , j<jMsgnbG ,G v_

fp YM ,fnbGfp YM ,fnbGfp YM ,fnbGfp YM ,fnbG    

        

, j<jMsgG ,G v_fU 

 

b<gt<x .g j msgU , pj<hsponbH 

, boevhdH mE;d> i<g .KT boevh

dcU l .v bcby;vH h .Ej xyfMvHN 

h bf jvgonbH boy pjEhsnmU akH b

oj h .v nmgxgjH pjEhsnmoo> j oh

o boegT h tnpwj i<g h ypgj md

ogenmp , nmvm;vH l .v cM;yhU yy

nm nmvmsnmU i<g x; bn,p jv bf j

sdG ohUN j p<xnm bguhgT oQ xnbx

<;phpN ,nho ,svhdH , bnhvgonbj 

oQ xnbx<;php q;V ncyw bnhfj bo

m xnbx<;php boj bUg h bwvvH j 

hnlvyhnpnpH jv hpnbcgjH boro> o<

gT xnbx<;phoo> i<g yv lnho> jv 

ytsiovhdoH ncyw bnhvgonbooH ,; 

yh aknhU jv msgjH boro> ;gjo> xn

bx<;phoo> q;V tu lnho> jv mwf

qbjH bUgN m<x yh h jwgonbH h j 

mw t<jhdH i<g nbcvhdH boy xnbx<

;phU yv lnhp h j mwfqmhdH h j 

bnhfH 

 

xnbx<;phU , DDvAMG bp y<nht" 

i<g nhUg> x; mwp;M> q;V yh b

oy ;gH xnbx<;phU nbcvhd> , t

uwwG y<nht"N nm nbcgmnbonbH yh 

boy n,v msvhdH , gnayhH m<x 

h hpnbcgyH lnhU h tnpwH ytsio

genm , bcgH x; lnhU lhG tMn, 

tnpwH lnhU yh m<x , hpnbcgyH 

,h h tnpwH ep g tnpwUN ,;ro> 

,G h nbcgH .ro> yynm nmvmsnm

oo> .v .y okpU mg<hiMnm mE;

do>N nm nbcgecU hEjgyJnmoo> 

i<g h j mw 

 

hpnbcgH j g;pT .dmH i<g j gn

aLogT .ro> hTcoo>N j msgT jv 

                 5 

***************************************************************** 
Cree Transla�on of Tribute to Mr. Ed Chilton by  Ms. Lucie Edwards 

Cree Transla�on Con�nued on Page 6 
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Cree Transla�on of Tribute to Mr. Ed Chilton by  Ms. Lucie Edwards Con�nued from Page 5 

agnhooH .G bktnmU h yEhn,ov

dH bcfMnm gnaLogenmU i<g bo

m h j ohiogH bom mgnmp .v 

, faUgjH .ro> hTcoo>N Ugn,o

rcU tMn, jv nbcgtov bom lnh

p h tnpwooj okpU mg<hiMnm 

mE;do> yynm nmvmsnmoo> l x

eggonbooHN ,G j pjEh.> , o

hpcgHN tMn, lnho> h msgH tMn

, l mw tucooH hTcoo> xoE 

yvV ,h , hEjgG .yEhnmMnmUN ,

;ro> h j phgylGN 

 

Uj qn,og;MU vj nmv bcfMyH ,

G bom oQ yvV xAp i<g boy 

rnhV Uj bf j<loy> ,G bn,ohU 

h gcdotfJG , nbnmkndG i<g , 

yEhn,ogH .gnaLogenmpN j cjf

pyl> nbcgmn,nmoo> h .v cM;y

hooH .gpH okpU mg<hiMnm mE

;do> vly ,j j<gcfMG m<x h 

.wgonbooH okpU mg<hiMnm mE

;do> nrv h jvgonbooHN j yEhn

,ogT jv tnpwgonbooH bcvgnmo

o> x; h j nmvm;ov h faUgto

v bom mgnmp i<g bom tFng 

h j boegyskH eqH moonbH .v 

gUd lsgyH bnbMd jv tucongkHN 

eqH j ytsiogT bom mgnmp h 

bs<hgyHN akH yvV bfG h j bk

tmskH ohU mgxcU tp i<g j<lo

gecU , gnhoojcU bq" .xyfMnm

UN j yEhn,ogT gwi lo;H jv bc

fMkH i<g jv hpnbcvhdj bom 

lnhp h tnpwj okpU mg<hiMnm 

mE;d> h mgnhj i<g jv bcvgon

bj bom h j mw ohpcgjH ;gj

kH h j .wgvH ncyw nmpN ep o

G bniodU boy jv mjHN j jv 

bn,ohonm> ,G i<g Uh nbob>N 

 

YM ,fnbG oho .jy> 
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                ******************************************************************** 

Here are the signs on the construc�on of the FNEI Transmission Line that Ed led! 
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 WELL WORTH THE KISS!!WELL WORTH THE KISS!!WELL WORTH THE KISS!!WELL WORTH THE KISS!!    
Ed Chilton proudly kissing the 

first pole in a 275km long line 

of 1800 poles that make up the 

Omushkego Ishkotayo trans-

mission line that now connects 

the Communi�es of Fort Alba-

ny, Kashechewan, and A0a-

wapiskat!!  This picture was 

taken in January, 2000. 

 

The placing of this first pole 

was the culmina�on of Ed’s 

�reless work over the preced-

ing three years.  Everyone said 

that it could not be done, that 

you can't build a transmission 

line through the swamp to con-

nect three small First Na�on 

Communi�es but Ed wouldn’t 

take no for an answer and the 

line was built!  Thanks to Ed’s 

passion and commitment, these 

Communi�es now have an unre-

stricted supply of electricity ra-

ther than relying on diesel gen-

erators for their power needs!!   

gna h .FvhdHgna h .FvhdHgna h .FvhdHgna h .FvhdH    

,G v_fU , j<dogH yh , .FgH o<gT t<f;hp bU

g tgstgp tp U;ngJgp okpU b<jnm fcmhU b<j" 

, oxdhcnmov yy> 1800 t<f;hpH h j vyovH b

oy .v .yEl; mE;d> .to<jnm mE;dnmx" buV h 

bp<;o;vH bom mgnmp xgaH lwvnbU i<g bgnbx<

hGN .y yMpnbx<jwonmU j .fohdcU jWcnbgjpT  

2000 h xAHN 

 

h j vyoG bnb o<gT t<f;hU ,nhoro> h j ynbvc

ooH ,G ,h , .v AogG .G bcfMnmU bom o<s 

xAp bnbMd h j xedyhooHN tMn, bn,p j mndn

bH ,h vj msvhdH ,h vj .wgonbH .to<jnm mE;

dnmkx" ,w jgakH , nm bp<;ohdj bom h bxq

wj o<gy<hiMnm mgnmp q;V ,G ep .v .fpT ep 

, mngonbooH i<g j bf .wgonbU boy xqhpx"N 

tnlV ,G ,j KjgG i<g ,j cjfofJG bom mgnmp 

bq" t<gm bknbH .to<jnm mE;do> ,h l j Djc

ooH m<x nmp jv ytwsgjH ny;aMnm xt mE;dnm 

xTcovhoo> ,w Ugn,ogjH mE;do>N 
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*********************************************************************** 

Cree Transla�on of “Well Worth The Kiss!!” 

Original Line Construc�on from Moosonee heading 

North. 



  

 

 ED AT CELEBRATION ON THE COMPLETION OF THE FNEI TRANSMISSION LINE ED AT CELEBRATION ON THE COMPLETION OF THE FNEI TRANSMISSION LINE ED AT CELEBRATION ON THE COMPLETION OF THE FNEI TRANSMISSION LINE ED AT CELEBRATION ON THE COMPLETION OF THE FNEI TRANSMISSION LINE     

AT FORT ALBANY FIRST NATIONAT FORT ALBANY FIRST NATIONAT FORT ALBANY FIRST NATIONAT FORT ALBANY FIRST NATION    
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Ed Chilton, left.  Standing next to Ed from left to right are:  Mike Metatawabin, 

Peter Budd, Ernie Sutherland, 1st FNEI President, Theresa Hall, William Suth-

erland, Norman Hardisty. 

Ed Chilton (left) and Lloyd Girman of SNC Lavalin, May, 2002, in Fort 

Albany for the Celebration on the completion of the FNEI Transmission 

Line.  They are proud and happy of the accomplishments!! 

Looks like Ernie is about to tell a joke!  That’s Ernie Sutherland standing.   

 

Seated left to right are:  Mike Metatawabin, Ed Chilton, Edmund Nakogee. 

Ernie did tell a joke!! The others are having a real good laugh whatever it is 

Ernie said!! 

 

Seated (laughing) left to right are:  Mike Metatawabin, Ed Chilton, Edmund 

Nakogee, Dan Koosees. 

            8 
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More Pictures of Ed at the Celebration on the Completion of the FNEI Transmission Line 

Here is Ed with his beau�ful wife, Maureen, dur-

ing the Celebra�ons on the Comple�on of the 

FNEI Transmission Line. 

Ed with Chief Ignace Gull of A<awapiskat First 

Na�on. 

Here is Ed (right) pu?ng up a map for the De Beers 

Consulta�on mee�ng in Timmins.  Mr. George 

Hookimaw of A<awapiskat is assis�ng Ed. 



  

 

In this picture in 2008, Ed welcomes John Sucee,  

Opera�ons Manager of FNEI, to the team!   We 

were also saddened when John passed away in Sep-

tember of 2011.    

ED WELCOMES OUR OPERATIONS MANAGER, JOHN SUCEEED WELCOMES OUR OPERATIONS MANAGER, JOHN SUCEEED WELCOMES OUR OPERATIONS MANAGER, JOHN SUCEEED WELCOMES OUR OPERATIONS MANAGER, JOHN SUCEE    

ED PRESENTING THE FNEI SCHOLARSHIP AWARD AT MOOSE CREE FIRST NATIONED PRESENTING THE FNEI SCHOLARSHIP AWARD AT MOOSE CREE FIRST NATIONED PRESENTING THE FNEI SCHOLARSHIP AWARD AT MOOSE CREE FIRST NATIONED PRESENTING THE FNEI SCHOLARSHIP AWARD AT MOOSE CREE FIRST NATION 

Ed presen�ng the 2006 FNEI Scholarship Award to 

recipient, Sophie Gunner, selected by Moose Cree 

Educa�on Authority. 
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Back Row Left to Right:   

Mr. Steve Kataquapit, Attawapiskat Power Corporation Board of Director, 

Mr. Alex Solomon, Fort Albany Power Corporation President, Ms. Mary 

Williams, FNEI Board of Director, Mr. Dwight Sutherland, FNEI Board of 

Director, Mr. J. George Hookimaw, FNEI Board of Director, Mrs. Jessie 

Koosees, FNEI Board of Director, Mr. Henry Koosees, Kashechewan Pow-

er Corporation President, Mr. Andrew Linklater, FNEI Board of Director. 

 

Front Row Left to Right:  

Mr. James A. Wesley, FNEI Vice President, Mr. Derek Stephen, Interim 

Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Ed Chilton, Secretary/Treasurer, and Mr. Peter 

Paul Martin, FNEI Board of Director, during the official signing of the De 

Beers Transfer of Assets to FNEI in December, 2010. 

COMPILATION OF PICTURES OF ED AT WORKCOMPILATION OF PICTURES OF ED AT WORKCOMPILATION OF PICTURES OF ED AT WORKCOMPILATION OF PICTURES OF ED AT WORK    

Ed on far right during the Ground Breaking Ceremony of the new 

FNEI office on July 6, 2012. 

Standing with Ed are from the left: 

Rod Reimer, Vladimir Govorov, Dwight Sutherland, Lucie Edwards, 

James A. Wesley. 

             11 

Ed, 2nd from le. speaking at a Board of Directors 

mee�ng in May , 2002, in Fort Albany. 



  

 

Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                             Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                             Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                             Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         2013201320132013    

 

           12     

CHRISTMAS AND SANTA ARE HERE!!  ED DURING AN FNEI CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION IN 2004CHRISTMAS AND SANTA ARE HERE!!  ED DURING AN FNEI CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION IN 2004CHRISTMAS AND SANTA ARE HERE!!  ED DURING AN FNEI CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION IN 2004CHRISTMAS AND SANTA ARE HERE!!  ED DURING AN FNEI CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION IN 2004    

Ed si?ng on Santa’s knee.  Santa is asking what 

Ed wants for Christmas.  Ed is thinking about it... 

Santa says, here you are!  Ed does not just take it, 

he has to review it first!!   

Aah!!  A.er reviewing it, Ed approves and accepts 

the gi., and is quite happy with it!!   
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Ed was a very humble man that would not 

take the spotlight on anything he did pre-

ferring to work in the background allowing 

others to take the credit for successful 

projects that he was involved in. The most 

notable of his achievements is the success-

ful comple�on of the Omushkego Ish-

kotayo transmission line project and Five 

Na�ons Energy Inc.’s ongoing success.   

 The roots of the transmission line project 

go back to a resolu�on passed at Nishnaw-

be-Aski Na�on back in 1985. In 1995 Chief 

Ignace Gull of A0awapiskat brought for-

ward a resolu�on that was supported by 

the Mushkegowuk Chiefs in Assembly to 

pursue the development and construc�on 

of a transmission line between Moosonee 

and A0awapiskat that would provide grid 

based electricity to the communi�es of 

A0awapiskat, Fort Albany, and Kasheche-

wan. Ed, as Supervisor of Technical Ser-

vices at Mushkegowuk Council at the �me, 

was tasked with finding a way to achieve 

this. An energy study was undertaken look-

ing at various energy supply op�ons includ-

ing wind, waterpower, solar, and other 

alterna�ve energy supply op�ons. The 

problem with all of these op�ons was that 

they required full diesel backup. The only 

op�on that eliminated the need for diesel 

genera�on was the transmission line op-

�on and this became the chosen op�on. In 

1997, Five Na�ons Energy Inc. was incorpo-

rated as a non-share capital corpora�on 

having the three power corpora�ons as its 

members.  There was also a seat each pro-

vided on the FNEI Board of Directors for 

the Moose Cree First Na�on and Taykwa 

Tagamou Na�on, both of which had pro-

vided very crucial support in the early stag-

es of the development of the transmission 

line concept and in recogni�on of the tra-

di�onal lands that the transmission lines 

cross.  From here project con�nued to be 

developed. SNC Lavalin and PowerTel were 

iden�fied as the turnkey contractors that 

would provide the engineering, design, and 

construc�on of the transmission line. The 

environmental assessment process began 

and the transmission line corridor was 

iden�fied. A lot of community consulta-

�ons took place. Ernst and Young were 

commissioned to do an econometrics 

study to determine the financial feasibility 

and viability of the line. Part of this study 

included door to door surveys in each of 

the three communi�es. As these ac�vi�es 

were taking place the challenge of raising 

the $50 plus million for the project costs 

con�nued as well. Aboriginal Affairs and 

Northern Development Canada (INAC at 

that �me) was approached to provide 

some capital funding for this. The project 

team es�mated that over 30 years the 

transmission line would save the depart-

ment some $250 million in capital up-

grades to the three diesel generator sys-

tems. There was a lot of opposi�on to this 

idea at various levels in INAC. Ed was able 

to contact Steve White at the Toronto IN-

AC office who understood what Ed and the 

communi�es were trying to accomplish. He 

became the project’s champion within the 

federal government resul�ng in a mul�-

year funding agreement worth $33 million. 

This was the first �me that INAC entered 

into a mul�-year funding agreement with 

an en�ty that was not a First Na�on or 

Tribal Council. Ed was also able to convince 

the Bank of Montreal and Pacific and 

Western Capital Bank to lend $12 million 

each to FNEI and was able to have the 

Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corpora-

�on (NOHFC) contribute $4.9 million to 

cover loan interest costs during construc-

�on. At the same �me the electricity indus-

try in Ontario was going through major 

upheavals. Under the old Ontario Hydro 

system, regula�on did not allow, with very 

few excep�ons, a private transmission line 

connec�ng more than one customer. That 

didn’t stop Ed who, leading a very effec�ve 

team, lobbied the government of the day 

to ensure that FNEI’s concerns would be 

covered in the new legisla�on (The Electric-

ity Act 1998) that was being draPed. This 

legisla�on saw the crea�on of a “postage 

stamp” transmission rate that would see 

transmission costs of around 2 cents per 

kWh be paid by every customer in the 

province regardless of where the customer 

was located. The transmission rate paid by 

customers would be put into a 

“Transmission Pool” of funds that would 

cover the opera�ng costs of all trans-

mi0ers in the province. This meant that 

FNEI’s costs would not have to be covered 

by only the customers in A0awapiskat, 

Kashechewan, and Fort Albany. This was a 

huge accomplishment! FNEI receives no 

direct payments from any customer on the 

coast. All of FNEI’s opera�ng costs are cov-

ered by the transmission pool of funds.  

As all this ac�vity was going on, the trans-

fer of assets located in and around the 

communi�es from Hydro One Remotes 

was also being discussed and nego�ated. 

Right from the start Hydro One/Ontario 

Hydro made it very clear that they would 

not sell electricity to FNEI at the Moosonee 

sta�on connec�on point and then buy it 

back from FNEI at each of the three com-

muni�es. If a transmission line was to be 

built then the three distribu�on systems 

would have to be taken over as well. This 

meant that along with a transmission line 

company having to be set up and devel-

oped, three local distribu�on companies 

would have to be set up and developed as 

well. Just another challenge to be over-

come. Also at the same �me, various land 

use permits with MNR and the INAC sec-

�on 28 (2) permit to cross the Albany 67 

reserve had to be applied for and nego�at-

ed. Support of the Chiefs and Councils at 

the �me was extremely crucial and the 

project would not have moved forward 

without their visionary support. Another 

first for FNEI was the nego�a�on of the 

sec�on 28(2) permit to cross the Albany 

reserve that included a nominal fee paid 

annually to INAC into the Albany 67 trust 

account as well as a side agreement    
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that saw funds paid directly to the Fort 

Albany First Na�on and the Kashechewan 

First Na�on. Every other 28(2) permit 

across Canada saw the en�re amount go 

into a trust account which then required 

the First Na�on to follow INAC’s strict rules 

and procedures to access those funds. That 

was Ed’s idea, supported by the late Chief 

Danny Koosees and Chief Mike Meta-

tawabin and their respec�ve Councils.  

Eventually all of the pieces fell into place 

and construc�on began in the winter of 

2000. Contracts were signed and the work 

commenced. Cecil MacDonald was hired to 

be FNEI’s first General Manager. Cecil, to-

gether with Ed, and with support from 

Mushkegowuk Employment and Training 

Services, developed a plan that would see 

local lineworker appren�ces iden�fied, 

hired, and trained to work for the local 

distribu�on companies. 6 individuals be-

gan working with PowerTel during con-

struc�on of the line to begin their lin-

eworker training. Currently, the three ldc’s 

each have two line workers with at least 

one of them at his fourth year or journey-

man level of training and experience which 

allows them to respond locally to emer-

gency situa�ons, to connect new houses, 

to perform line maintenance, etc. No long-

er is there a need to wait for a plane from 

Thunder Bay to respond to power outages, 

house fires, transformer failures, new con-

nec�ons etc. It can all be done locally.  

The line to Fort Albany and Kashechewan 

along with those substa�ons was complet-

ed in the fall of 2001 and saw those com-

muni�es connected in November and De-

cember respec�vely of that year. The 

transmission line construc�on allowed for 

the connec�on of the new school in Fort 

Albany. Hydro One Remotes was not al-

lowing any new connec�ons in Fort Albany 

as the diesel generators at the �me were 

completely maxed out. The new school, as 

well as over 30 housing units, were being 

constructed during this �me. The transmis-

sion line allowed the connec�on of these 

new buildings as well as the ar�ficial ice 

plant in the arena in Kashechewan. A 40 

unit subdivision was also being completed 

in Kashechewan at that �me. The line to 

A0awapiskat and the substa�on there 

were completed in late 2002 and A0a-

wapiskat was connected in 2003.  

Ed con�nued to be involved in FNEI as sec-

retary/treasurer and provided crucial guid-

ance and insight to the board of directors 

during the ini�al years of opera�on. Never 

content to rest on past successes Ed led 

the development of an ambi�ous capital 

plan that would see addi�onal investment 

in upgrades at each substa�on as well as 

ice protec�on for the poles adjacent to 

several river crossings. De Beers Canada 

announced its inten�on to develop the 

Victor Diamond Mine sta�ng in their draP 

environmental assessment that electricity 

for the mine would be supplied with onsite 

diesel genera�on that would consume 

approximately 50 million litres of diesel 

fuel annually. Not so fast said everyone! 

We have a perfectly good transmission line 

that can be extended to the Victor site and 

provide electricity to the mine safely and 

reliably without the risk of diesel fuel spills. 

APer much discussion, input from Ontar-

io’s regulator and electricity system opera-

tor, DBC began construc�on of transmis-

sion lines to connect their mine to FNEI’s 

system. Part of this included the twinning 

of the exis�ng transmission line from O0er 

Rapids to Kashechewan. One of Ed’s re-

grets was that the original transmission 

line project just could not afford a fibre 

op�c line connec�ng the three communi-

�es to the fibre op�c system in Moosonee. 

Technology did not allow for a beam of 

light to be transmi0ed the almost 160 km 

from Moosonee to Fort Albany without a 

repeater sta�on half way. There was no 

way that the original construc�on project 

could afford these costs. Now, with the 

DBC project, there was a perfect oppor-

tunity to build the fibre op�c system. So, in 

2006, FNEI borrowed an addi�onal $11 

million for various capital upgrades includ-

ing the fibre op�c line and associated elec-

tronic equipment. The switch was thrown 

in December of 2008 and the three com-

muni�es now had high speed digital com-

munica�ons. A separate company, West-

ern James Bay Telecom Network was set 

up and put in place to provide this service 

to customers in each of the communi�es. 

WJBTN connects to FNEI’s system at each 

substa�on. FNEI provides the 12 pairs of 

fibres to WJBTN at approximately 1/60
th

 of 

normal commercial rates.  

As FNEI con�nued to operate the focus 

moved from construc�on to opera�on and 

maintenance. A CEO posi�on was created 

with the posi�on filled in January of 2009. 

An administra�ve assistant had been hired 

in 2005. An opera�ons manager with sig-

nificant substa�on maintenance experi-

ence had been hired prior to that. A sub-

sta�on electrician was also hired along 

with two appren�ces. It became apparent 

that the rented loca�on that FNEI was op-

era�ng out of was becoming unsuitable. 

Discussions began regarding purchasing an 

exis�ng building or building new. Timmins 

was in the midst of a mining boom with 

the increase in the price of gold and other 

metals so it was very difficult to find a suit-

able building. Ed suggested that vacant 

land be iden�fied and a building be con-

structed. Sugges�ons were made for a 

typical steel frame commercial type build-

ing to be put up. Ed however, suggested 

that we think bigger, more long term and 

came up with the concept of a fiPy year 

building. A building that would reflect the 

heritage, culture, and aspira�ons of the 

communi�es that FNEI served. A building 

that would meet FNEI’s current and future 
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Okay, we have to admit that Ed worked hard and took no 

kudos for it, but hey, we all have to be proud of what he 

did.  Not only was he adept in business, but Ed, had a 

lighter side also, here he is happy to serve up lunch in 

Fort Albany during the Grand Opening Celebra�ons in 

May 2002!!   How’s that for mul�-tasking!! 

Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                             Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                             Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                             Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         2013201320132013    

needs and do it in a way that had the smallest ecological impact 

as well as low long term opera�ng costs. The building that you 

now see has all of its hea�ng and cooling requirements met by a 

geothermal system. There is no natural gas line connec�on. LED 

lights are used throughout the building. The design has numer-

ous large windows that let in natural light almost elimina�ng the 

need for electric light during the day. The south facing roof was 

designed to support 52kW of solar panels and the required con-

duit and space in the electrical room was installed as well. The 

landscaping uses natural grasses and flowers that won’t require 

maintenance or fer�lizers and herbicides. The garage and work-

shop area allow for the set up and tes�ng of electrical equip-

ment either brought out for regular maintenance or equipment 

to be installed at one of the substa�ons. 

It has been said that FNEI’s greatest victory was a philosophical 

victory. The transmission line is a permanent physical connec�on 

to the outside world for each of the three communi�es. No long-

er are these communi�es isolated and disconnected. No longer 

will they be marginalized in their need for energy. They are here 

to stay, they are here to prosper and thrive, and con�nue to 

grow and develop. Likewise, this building demonstrates, in a 

very impressive physical statement, that FNEI as a business en�-

ty is here to stay. Here to thrive and prosper, and to con�nue 

growing and moving forward. Ed has passed on, his work on this 

earth is finished, but his legacy lives on. 
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Cree Transla�on starts here on History on the FNEI Transmission Line Project Led by Mr. Ed Chilton 

, fcsvhdH .gpH .v okpU mg<, fcsvhdH .gpH .v okpU mg<, fcsvhdH .gpH .v okpU mg<, fcsvhdH .gpH .v okpU mg<

hiMnm mE;d> .to<jnm mE;dnmkhiMnm mE;d> .to<jnm mE;dnmkhiMnm mE;d> .to<jnm mE;dnmkhiMnm mE;d> .to<jnm mE;dnmk

xnm bcfMnmU h j ohohgH ,G vxnm bcfMnmU h j ohohgH ,G vxnm bcfMnmU h j ohohgH ,G vxnm bcfMnmU h j ohohgH ,G v

_fU_fU_fU_fU    

    

j gcdoe> bnb ,G ,h nm jhp;g

<cU x; lnho> h msgjcU yh x; 

bUd .gpH , .v bcfM<cU , cj

fpG ;gjk jv j<dottv h hEjgJ

yhoo bcfMnmp h uvg<cUN ynbV 

.KT h j ckdpnhooH h j hEjgy

JG boro> h j hEjgonbH , jwg

onbH boy .yEl; mE;d> .to<jn

m mE;dnmxnm bcfMnmoo> i<g 

okpU mg<hiMnm mE;d> jkxV bu

V h xedyhooH , hEjgyJhooHN 

 

h .v ognmjH boy .to<jnm mE;

dnmkxnm bcfMnmU ,;go h .vc

oH p<;tsnmU h j qAyhjcU bow

pa b<j mg<hiMnmoH 1985 h xA

HN boy 1995 h xAH .jyhU mok

< h_ bgnbx<hG j ag> p<;tsnmo

o> h j pgynb;ci .yEl; .jyhp

H .yynm pjEhsnmonbH vj uvgon

bH i<g .wgonbH .to<jnm mE;d

nmkx" eJoH .v xoE bgnbx<hsH 

l cjfpyvH .<;ftH l .gxleoo

H .to<jnm mE;d> bom mgnmp 

bgnbx<hG xgaH i<g lwvnbuHN  

 

Con�nued on Page 17 
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Cree Transla�on on History of the FNEI Transmission Line Project Led by Ed Chilton Con�nued from Page 16 

,G , .jyhgjcU jvn, bcfMnm n

mvmn,nmoH bUg .yEl; .jynmnm

oH boy m<x j hnlvyhonmcUjv 

pgnm t<jhH l j .v hEjgonboo

HN mE;dnm 

 

ppgnm j<logenmU ,; h bf uv

gonbH pph> l .fpyJponbjcU 

l .vcoH mE;d> bwV , ufH o

xH xMeH i<g ;gjk xsE l .fo

hdnb;ci mE;d> l .vcoHN h j 

mw yocoH bom tMn, l j .f

ohdnb;ci j Ugn,ognhunb;cU jvn

, ny;aMnm xt" xTcovhU jv bc

fMyhHN boy x; l j .fohd;c

i yh jv n,xohdH ny;aMnm xt" 

xTcovhU yh .to<jnm mE;dnmkx

" UgnbV jv bcgH i<g ,nhoy h 

.fohdHN 1997 h xAH okpU mg<

hiMnm mE;d> jvn, j j<jnpvgon

bH jv .jyH fcU jv bgnbonbH ;

gjkH bn,ohpH yh o<s mE;dnm 

jv bcfMnmp jv bwgjt;MvHN i<

g dgxnmoo> j cjfpynbhnpnpH 

bUg okpU mg<hiMnm mE;dnm jv 

bx<gylnmoH boj .v eJonm to

<f; .o<gy<hiMnmoH i<g g;ghy> 

.g<hiMnmU .v hjp> ,j cjfpjH 

h j<dognhooH pgylnmoo> o<gT 

h bf jvgonbH boy .to<jnm m

E;dnmkx" l mwpnhu;ci i<g , 

oMgn,ovhdj bom .G bo<l b<j

nb> l mw xyxleH boy .to<jn

m mE;dnmkx"N bUg .v .y bcf

MnmU j bf jsdyhUN  

 

,MUM PcOU i<g cn.%d_ hTconbH 

j t<hnbhnpnpH l jvn, bcfMvH l  

cjfpyhlvH l mw xTcooH i<g 

l mwpnhooH i<g .wgvH boro>  

.to<jnm mE;dnmkxo>N cnhg<ht; 

ppgnm j<logenmU jv bf jvco> 

i<g j nmvhd> gUg l mw xyxle

H boy .to<jnm mE;dnmkx"N tF

ng j bktbhnpnpH moonbH mgnm

oHN m%<G i<g LU jv bcvbhnpnpH 

jv pgnm j<logjH l .v xedyhH 

, pgnm j<lovhdH l j mjonl 

QokoH i<g l bcfMyhunl boy 

xqhpx"N c<j bUg pgnm j<logen

moH bwV j oxd hnlvyhnpnpH n

mjnbH boj aakH o<s mgnmpN r

nhV bom h msvhdj ,; h boyH 

jv ynbvxfG okutgp jWtgstgp 

mo;H QokU l mgjdH boy bcf

MnmU jkxV j uvgonbUN moonm 

mwvlnm i<g jn,fu bs<lnmU hp

g Qokojy> h mffcU j Ugnbcyh

npU jv cjfpG bcfMnm Qokp .

y .vN boj h yynm bcfMvH j 

mgjgnyH bnbMd o<stgp xAp , 

xedyhooH g xyv,cU Qokojy> 

onqtgstgp tp okutgp jWtgst

gp mo;H Qokp , ytunmgonbj 

bom o<s ny;aMnm xt" xTcovh

pN t<gm j pphEjhd> .y ytsi

ogenmU pph> h m<xfMvH bUg j

v QokojyN ,G j hEjg> jv bkt

bG <fV nbmG h mftt bUg sn!U 

jv Qokojynm bcfMnmht;H h j 

oMsgnbG ,g i<g bom mgnmp h 

nm mw hEjgovN ,; h bf jvn, 

bs<lG hpg jv .jyH yh tFs xA

U Qoko p<;tsnmU ,j .vcoH o

<stgp o<s jWtgstgp mo;H ,j 

cjfoGN ,;y o<gT jv Qokojy> 

h cjfofJ;ci tFs xAp p<;tsn

moo> l xedyhooH ,h o<gy<h

iMnm i<g .jyho .jynmnmoH l 

mw faUgnhHN ,G i<g j hEjr> e

okU Qokoht;o> i<g cMCxH i<g 

phabu jv Qokoht;o> jv bnb

J cjfpvH oQqnc jWtgstgp aa

kH boj jv cjfpynbvH boy mo

;H Qokp bUg okpU mg<hiMnm 

mE;dHi<g j hEjg> boro> jn,f

uH .Ud#. mg<hiMnm Qoko jv 

bcfMnmoo> jv cjfpov 4`9 jW

tgstgp jv bnhmhdoH m;H h f

cmhdoH , ynbvcov bom bnbJn

m Qokp rnhV , .wgonbH bcfM

nmUN boy aknhU .to<jnm mE;dn

m bcfMnmU .g .Ud#. t<gm bk

vcocU boy rnhVN bUg hkE .Ud

#. mE;dH .pQn,nmU ep cjfin

b;cU bg b<h> ,j cjfpjH h f

aotfJyhooH .to<jnm mE;dnmk

xo> l bp<;odH bnbMd akH h 

bcvgvH mE;do>N ep .v jxfo;

> ,G , ohohgnbG h hEj.ov h 

nmvm;G jv bkt,nbH jv .jynb 

boy m<x j<fpV okpU mg<hiMn

m mE;d> ,w t;EhdogjH jv bnh

pmhdoj bUg .Ej .pQn,nmoH .

to<jnm mE;dnm mg<;olnmU 1998 

h xAH rnhV boy yMpmhdcUN b

oy .pQn,nmU j nbcvhd> ,j yn

hMpmhdH l mgjdH .to<jnm mE

;d> yh mo;H l mgjdH , xed

yh mE;d> nbLE oQ MU< mo;H h 

m<xg;iH mE;d> l fcbjH gGs b

n,p h bcvgG mE;d> x<jg<hthH 

,h nbLE , mpcgH gUd l mw m

gnl bp h bcvgG boro> mE;do

>N boy mo;H l fcbjmE;do> 

bn,p g yynm cjfphnpU mE;dnm 

QokU jv mwohfG l .v 

 

17  
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bnhpmhdH mo;H h mgjdH , x

tgonbj tMn, h m<congvH mE;d

> .g x<jg<hthHN ,nho yh h m

w oMsvhdH okpU mg<hiMnm mE

;d> mo;H l fcmlG ,h jv fc

mlvH x; bom h bcvgvH bgnbx

<hsH lwvnbuH i<g xgaHN t<gm 

yh j hEjgyJponbH boy , m<c

oH okpU mg<hiMnm mE;dH ep 

.ff;nbH .f<h> fcmlnmp jvn, 

bom h bcvgov mE;do> pi> n

moa;HN tMn, okpU mg<hiMnm 

mE;d> mo;H h r<folvH , xTc

ongvH bcfMnmoo> ,;go n,v bn

hpmlcooH bUg mw yynm cjfo

ttv mE;dnm QokpN 

 

tMn, yh .y rnhV , m<coH l 

bQcjfohdj fxpn,nmMnmp mgn

moH i<g lwnbH mgnmoH akH mE

;d> nbp> h mgnhj boevhdco 

i<g j nmgxsponbU p<;tsnmU .

vN nrv h bf jvgonbooH akH 

mE;d> .Ud#. mE;d> j ckd nm

gT ,h , nm bgyvH .to<jnm m

E;do> bom okpU mg<hiMnm  

mE;dnb bUg eJoH l mw bp<;n

bxohdH i<g tp jv .folvH m

E;do> okpU mg<hiMnm mE;dH 

.v bom aakH o<s mgnmp .vN 

jq<xU h .wgonbH .to<jnm mE;

dnmkx" ,; boj h o<fj h .v 

cjgxlohdj mE;d> i<g g .fo

hdcU i<gN ,nho yh h mndyhH 

aEjE .to<jnm mE;dnmkxnm hTc

o jv .wgonbH i<g xeggonbH 

o<s mgnmoH l cjgxlpjH mE;d

o> g Ugn,ognhU jv .wgonbH i<

g xedyhj i<gN x; tp ;gH lnh

U l yk<jhdHN i<g aknhU boy 

m<x pph> cjgQn,nm yMpmhp 

b<j" , nm bcvgonbH .v bt<;j

yH i<g jv Qokoht;H h mndyhH  

x<jgMpmhU 28(2) yMpmhU jv h<

hrEjhdH lwvnbU 67 moonm b<j"  

Ugn,ognhucU jv hnlvleponbH yM

pmhoH i<g p<;tsnm .v jv mg

nhN jv j<dognhucU boy m<x .

jyhpH i<g .jyhowqH jv cjfp

jH .pgylnmonb> i<g boy bcf

MnmU ep gj msdyhucU ,h nbnm

vngnb;ci nb .fKvhdoHN ;gH o<

gT lnho> boj okpU mg<hiMnm 

mE;dH jv uvgonbH p<;tsnmoo> 

boy .v x<jgMpmhoo> 28(2) h 

mgMpdoH cjgQn,nmoo> jv h<h

rEjhdH lwvnbU moonm b<j" h 

bwvcojcU fcbylnmU gGs xAU Q

okojy> jv fcbyG jv xg.G bU

g b_co QokpMpmhoH i<g cp<

nl p<;tsnmU l .v nbcvhdH .f<

h> jv fcbyvH boj xgaH .o<g

y<hiMnbH i<g lwvnbU .o<gy<hi

MnbHN tMn, ;gjk bom 28(2) cj

gQn,nmp qnc<htH hpg b<jH j n

bcvhd> tMn, bp QokU , cjf

oG QokpMpmhoH yh , mgQnb

f;vH boj .o<gy<hiMnbH jv u

JibjH Qokoynb .G bkv mgQn

,nmoo> i<g h uJimhdoH l .

v bcvbvH bom QokN ,;ro> ,

G .G mdogenmU i<g h j pgy;G 

.jyhocU go ;M< i<g .jyhU y

mH tggnbxU i<g hjp> .G .jyh

owwtnb>N 

 

lh yh tMn, lnhp j ppmconb 

i<g bcfMnmU j bf jvgonbU b

oy , xAU 2000N j yMp.fJpon

bU bcfMnm p<;tsnmp i<g j b

f jvco> bcfMnmUN MK_ yHngu_ 

j .fphonbU jv .jynmnmG okpU 

mg<hiMnm mE;dH ynbv o<gT .j

y>N MK_ bwV ,G i<g , pgy;G 

.yEl; bcfMnm i<g bcfMnm j<

jubylnm nmvmn,nmoH j .wgnbH 

.pcgenmoo> l .v nbcvhdH mg

nmoH .to<jnmkxnm moonmoo> 

l j<jubyJvH jv mgvH bcvmvH 

i<g bcfMnm j<jubyvH jv bcv

m;vH bom mgnmoH hTconb l c

jgxlpjH mE;do>N U;ng< moonbH 

j bf bcfMnbH bom cn.%d_ hT

conb rnhV , .wgonbooH bor

o> .to<jnmkxo> , bf jvgvH 

.j<jubyJnmonb> jv .to<jnmkx

nm moonmvHN buV nmp boj o<

s mgnmoH h cjgxlpjH mE;do> 

aakH oQ .to<jnmkx moonb h

pl akH bom i. xAU , .fgH 

i<g .to<jnmkxlnm moonm j<j

ubyJnmoo> i<g pmnmoo> l c

jfo;vH jv m<co.vH m<x lggn

mU h mjooH i<g j bp<;nbxlp

jH nb<hmhp i<g , xtgvH .to

<jnmkxo> i<g ;gjk lnhpN bq" 

ep Ugn,ognhU jv agnbH h xtpy

hH gUs% a .v , m<co.svhdH 

, bEgn,coH mE;d> , cMdH nb

<hmhU , jxvcoG jv .to<j> .

Ej bp<;nbxlohp i<g ;gjk lnh

pN mgnmoH g .v msvhd>N 

 

boy xqhpx" xgaH i<g lwvnbU 

bwV bom ;gjk p<hnm .E;dnmh

tnh j jwgonbuco h gnhjH 2001 

i<g j nbcvhdnb bom mgnmp 

, bp<;nbxlovH hEhfoMnm i<g 

cnbgjtpwE xMny hjp> boy h 

xAooHN ,j .wgonbH boy 
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.to<jnmkx jv cjfo;ponbU jv 

bp<;nbxlohdH .Ej j<jubysnmh

tH bUg xgaHN akH mE;d> h pn

mpnhj ep cjfpecoH jv .Ej b

p<;nbxlov bUg xga;H tKnbV b

om ny;aMnm xt" xTcovhp bq" 

tso , tqtyhnpcUN boj .Ej j

<jubysnmtH bwV bnbMd o<stgp 

nb<hmhp .wgonbuco rnhV boy

N 

boy .to<jnmkx" j cjfo;ponb

U jv bp<;nbxlohdj .Ej nb<hm

hp bwV boy y<nhtnmht;H rgn,n

mht;H bUg lwvnbuHN itgp x<j

v nb<hmhp i<g jwgonbuco bU

g lwvnbuH boy m<xN boy xq

hpx" bgnbx<hsH i<g boy p<hn

m .to<jnmhtH j jwgonbnp h b

f jwcoH 2002 h xAH i<g bgnb

x<hG j bp<;nbxlohd> 2003 h 

xAHN 

 

,G gwi j bwv> okpU mg<hiMn

m mE;dH , xtgG yMpmhp i<g 

Qokp , xegbG i<g , cjfpH 

h j<dognhooH .j<jugmn,nmU i

<g ,w nbcgH bom h jvn, bx<

gtov rnhV boy o<gT xAp h x

TcoH bcfMnmUN ,nh nm<hV jv A

ogG .gpH h j mw hEjgyJponb

ooH .gpH ,G j xegg> jvn, b

cvgnm .pcgenmoo> tp ;gjo> 

bcfMnmoo> jv ytunmgonbooj 

bom aakH p<hnm .to<jnmhtnh 

bwV l .v pphvmttv bom t<;

hp y<nht" .v bom g;gfU h vy

Jov bfG h mw bQnbxleooH x

qhpxo>N fx%< hpg j nmgecU .

G mdogenmU jv .wgG xHs% gmy

U epmlnmoo> ,j mndvH bUg o

<gT h j cjfpjH cnhg<ht; ppgn

m j<logenm .yMphonbH .to<jn

m mE;d> bUg epmlnmoH lwnbH 

jv mgnhj ny;aMnm xt" mE;dnmh

tnh jv bcgj bUg bnbMd nbLE 

okutgp jWtgstgp fcmhU os%< 

ny;aMnm xt" gGs xAUN nho xgy 

n,K nmcV j mndnbH tMn, bn,oh

pHN oG bkpU , jv tnpwH .to

<jnm mE;dnmkx" l j bp<;nbxl

ohdH bUg xHs bcfMnmoH i<g 

l .v cjfohdH .to<jnm mE;d> 

bUg epmlnmoH ,h l piKiognh

H i<g l ytwsvhdH ,h l piKi

ognhH jv MjfH ny;aMnm xt"N h 

mEnh boevhdH t<gm i<g ,j b

oegjH .Ud#. b<jH h mgQnbgjH 

i<g h xeggvH .to<jnm mE;do> 

fx%< hpg j bf .wg> .to<jnm 

mE;dnmkxo> jv bp<;pjH boro

> .epmlnmonb> bUg okpU mg<h

iMnm mE;d> bcvgnmoHN c<j bU

g j msvhd> jv onqxlohdH bo

y h mgnhH .to<jnm mE;dnmkxo

> oj; .<;ftH .v xoE bUg lw

vnbuHN akH lnho> ,G h j tvpn

,nmMG boy o<gT .to<jnm mE;

dnmkxnm bcfMnmU ,h ,j fcmh

djcU h jwcoH bktnmkx" l bp<

;o;vH bom o<s mgnmp xoE b

Ug eJoH h mw  mgnhH h jwcoH 

bktnmUN .Ej bcvgnmU ep .v c

jfolyhU nb<dnmU jv bp<;congo

nbH boy lhG qU;tgp U;ng< b<jn

m fcmhU bUg eJoH .v xoE x

ga;H ,h , mgnhH l .v bp<nlc

mlyh bxg> bUgN ep gj mwpnh

ucU boy o<gT bcfMnmU jv bnh

mhd;ci mo;H l mgjdHN buV 

yh fx%< bcfMnmU tucocU jv 

bcby;ponbH jv .wgonbH boy 

.Ej bktnmU h jwcoHN 2006 h 

xAH yh okpU mg<hiMnm mE;d> 

j bnbJnbH bpnbH ak;qC jWtgst

gp pph> jv lnhp jv ytunmgon

bj bwV boy h jwcoH bktnmk

x" i<g bom ;gjk bcvgnmp l 

bcgjN j bcmhd> cnbgjpwE  

2008 h xAH i<g bom o<s mgn

m bq" bknbH boro> h jwcoo

H bktnmoo>N fcU hTco phabu

H Ft<a bktnmU j .wgonbU i<g 

j bf xedyhU jv cjfpyvH nmv

mn,nmoo> boj bcvgvH bom h

jp> mgnmpN phabuH Ft<a bktn

mU bp<;o;nbH bUg okpU mg<hi

Mnm mE;dH gGs bom p<hnm .t

o<jnmhtnhN okpU mg<hiMnm mE;

d> cjfpnyH bom h oQqxooj 

bktnmkxk bUg phabuH Ft<a b

ktnmoH nbLE 1/60 j mgjvhdH , 

bgnbonbH bktnmU jv bcgHN 

 

rnhV okpU mg<hiMnm mE;d> , 

bcfMyhH j bf hpnbcvhd> , .

wgonbH i<g , bcfMhvhdH xoE 

, xtgonbH bcfMnmUN j .wgonb

U oho .jynmnm bcfMnmU yh ,j 

.foG bn,p jWcnbgjpT 2009 h 

xAHN j .fphonmcU l nmvng bc

fMnmoH 2005 h xAooHN bcfMnm 

.jy> t<gm h j<logH , xtgG 

bom .to<jnmhtnh j .fphonmc

U ncyw boyN p<hnm .to<jnm   

           19 
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mE;dnmht; .to<jnm mE;dnm moo> i<g j .fp

hnpU i<g oQ l j<jubyJvHN j bf ckdpnhU yh 

boy h bnbJ fcmhdH nb<hmhU okpU mg<hiMnmU 

h .v bcfMponbH ,h , bf tnpwHN rnhV boy 

ftU< mgnmU bf tqcU epmlnmU , bf m<clcoH 

.Knbx<H i<g ;gjk xnbx<nh yh j jv boyU j t

<jhdH h tnpw nb<hmhUN ,G j hnlvnd> h gnbH b

<j" jv pgnm t<jhdH i<g jv .gwonbH nb<hmhUN 

j hnlvngonbU xnbx<; nb<hmhU h mwpnhj ;gjk b

cfMnmhtnh jv .wgonbHN ,G q;V j hnlvnd> bnb

Md jv ytsiogyH bnbMd nbp> i<g ,; h e<jp

H okutgp xAU jv ocnmyhH boy nb<hmhUN nb<h

mhU l Dh<dfH bo<l xyfMnmU .g<hiMnmU i<g h 

mw e<dLogjH mgnmp okpU mg<hiMnm mE;d> h 

bs<hgjHN nb<hmhU l fxsg;vH okpU mg<hiMnm m

E;dH buV i<g ohU l mw Ugn,ognhH i<g jv ms

vhdH ynbV ,h Jj jv ;E;coH cnhg<htH i<g ynb

V ug> l r<folcoH nbp> ohUN boy nb<hmhU b

uV h nbcgrH tMn, jMMhp i<g l .v ghH h Ugn

,ognhj , fx msvhdj h mw Ugn,ognhH , xtg

onbH nb<hmhU nbpnmftH i<g xvN .y mgnhH , 

bp<;coH xt"N h tnpwj ,h p<xV h r<folyhj 

nb<doyhp bcgnp tMn, bUg nb<hmhoHN boy h 

j mwp;gonbH tFfnp cc<cenmp nb?knmU , xfnl

k<dH lhG tMn, ,h , Ugn,ognhH .to<jnm mE;d> 

jv bcgH rnh jwHN qnbuH mdl .KhfC j mwp;g

onbU jv pgylyhH 52 , m<xg;ij xMe jMMhp 

i<g h Ugn,ognhH bcvgnmU i<g ,w gnbH bUg .t

o<jnmht;H j .wgonbU i<gN nbpnmftH b<j" nhk<

H yE;wk i<g oxq nbcgnp ,h h Ugn,ognhj jv 

xtgonbj i<g x; l .v ognmjj i<g h Aggmhd

j lnhpN .DcowhtH i<g bcfMnmhtH cjfo;ponb

U jv cjfohdj i<g hnlvgonbj .to<jnm mE;dnm 

bcvgnmp h agonbj b<h> h pphvgonbj i<g x; 

bcvgnm l cjfohdj bom bUg p<hnm .to<jnmh

tnhN 

 

j mngonbU okpU mg<hiMnm mE;d> ynbV h j mw 

hEjgyJyhH ytsiogenm hEjgyJnmUN boy .to<jn

m mE;dnmkx" gwi g mgnhU , bp<;olyhH nbpn

mftH bom .v aakH o<s mgnmpN bq" ep bo

m mgnmp pnmpnhnp i<g b<xU ,h h j<lotvHN 

ep tp ug> h mdUg;MnbH ,w Ugn,ogjH mE;do> 

.vN g mgnbH .gN mgnbH .g jv twjMvH i<g xy

v.vH i<g gwi jv bf ognmjvH i<g .wgvH ,w 

gwnmvHN aknhU yh .y nb<hmhU h mw nbcgmn,yh

H yy<hMgnhU nmgylnmU ,gnhH boy okpU mg<hiMn

m mE;d> , xTcogyJyhH jv mgnhH .gN jv xyf

MyhH i<g tMhH i<g gwi jv bf ognmjH i<g o

hU jv mw jsdyhHN ,G bq" b<xU .G bcfMnmU 

.g b<jH bq" jwxcoo> q;V yh h j phgH xyf

Myhoo>N 
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My memories of Ed Chilton, 

 

I was saddened to hear of the passing 

of my friend and colleague, Ed Chil-

ton. 

 

Ed Chilton was my supervisor when I 

was working for Mushkegowuk Coun-

cil Technical Services and we were 

assigned to work for the western 

James Bay coastal communi�es.  

 

He was well suited for his role as head 

of Mushkegowuk Council Technical 

Services and as a result of this, I think 

he was asked to manage the new 

Power Transmission Line Project up 

the coast connec�ng Fort Albany, Ka-

shechewan and A0awapiskat to the 

main grid. 

 

He was easy to get along well and he 

understood me and he was fair with 

me. 

 

I want say what a privilege to have 

worked for Ed and we did accomplish 

our goals under his direc�on.  

The last �me I met up with him was at 

the Moosonee Airport not too long 

ago and he looked fine. He never told 

me he was sick. 

 

I will miss my friend and Thank You 

for having to know you. R.I.P. 

 

Mike Gull 

Director – Capital and Public Works 

A0awapiskat First Na�on 

                                                                        TRIBUTES TO LATE ED CHILTONTRIBUTES TO LATE ED CHILTONTRIBUTES TO LATE ED CHILTONTRIBUTES TO LATE ED CHILTON    

, j<jMsgnbH ,G v_fU, j<jMsgnbH ,G v_fU, j<jMsgnbH ,G v_fU, j<jMsgnbH ,G v_fU    

    

Uj xj<hdU , agnyH h mEnh xyfMG UsdT i<

g ov bcfMyhU ,G v_fU 

 

,G v_fU Uj .sjytg" m<x h bcfMkcU .yEl

; .jynmnm bcfMnm nmvmn,nmoH i<g Uj bc

vm;gU jv bs<hnbjvH bUg phabuH nmoa; m

gnmpN 

 

j pm boro> .G bcfMnmU , ohohgH .yEl

; .jynmnmoH bcfMnm nmvmn,nmoH i<g boy 

.v j hnlvyhonbU jv .jyhgH .Ej mE;dnm .

to<jnmkxnm bcfMnmoo> pi> nmoa;H , b

p<;ohdj xgaH lwvnbU i<g bgnbx<hG bUg .

v h .gxlohdH .to<jnm mE;dnm .<;ftHN 

 

Uj tniog;M> , nmFnmG i<g Uj oMsgH i<g n

hk<H Uj msgHN 

 

Uh mngU , pp<;n,UgyU ,j nmv bcfMyH ,G 

i<g Uj hEjgU bom lnhp nb mw ;vgkjcU rn

hV h .jynmnmGN 

 

yvV h pj<hnbjcU ,;go eJoH d.nmoH ep 

p<xV id nbp> i<g tup;McUN ep nm<hV Us

v nmgyH , b;M;ciN 

 

Uh nbob> UsdT i<g tnlV ,j j<lotgUN j h 

bnixU hkrogenmoN 

 

ymH h_ 

.jy> jv bcvgnmoH i<g mgnmo bcfMnmoH 

bgnbx<hG .o<gy<hiMnmoH 
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Ed Chilton  
October 3, 1950 – June 29, 2013 
Tribute from Chief Norm Hardisty Jr. 
 
I was incredibly fortunate to have 
known Ed as a colleague and a friend 
for quite a while, going back to the 70s-
80s. Ed was quite a warm, personable 
guy and it was fun to be around him 
whether on a personal level or in a 
work setting. Ed was very humble and 
his approach in life was that it was not 
about him but rather the people he 
served.  It was in the mid-1990s that I 
worked closely with Ed at the Mush-
kegowuk Council Technical Services. It 
was under Ed’s mentorship that I truly 
began to grasp the attributes of a good 
leader. He was unfailingly respectful 
and considerate of others both in his 
personal life and in work life. He was a 
true gentleman. Ed had bigger fish to 
fry so he left Technical Services to take 
on projects that he would lead from 
start to finish. I am convinced that Ed 
would have excelled in any profession 
he chose; we in the James Bay region 

are very fortunate he chose the tech-
nical field. His technical expertise and 
leadership contributed to the establish-
ment of Five Nations Energy Inc. and 
James Bay Western Telecom Network. 
Ed persevered until these projects be-
came a reality and we are all benefi-

ciaries of his commitment and effort.    
There was also a major Moose Cree 
First Nation project in which Ed was a 
key member and we were successful in 
bringing a major Corporation to the ta-
ble which resulted in a negotiation pro-
cess leading to the biggest project in 
Northeastern Ontario in forty years. Ed 
had valuable negotiation and political 
skills.  He could maneuver issues and 
achieve results to the satisfaction of all 
parties involved. Believe me, this does 
not happen very often. If you needed 
anyone to settle intense and sensitive 
issues, Ed was your guy. There was 
much more that he contributed to im-
prove the quality of life in the James 
Bay area than can be mentioned here. 
 
In closing, I wish to share a story from 
a trip to Toronto several years ago. Ed 
knew I was in town and sure enough I 
got a call from him. He told me to meet 
him at Wayne Gretzky’s restaurant as 
he had heard that Wayne Gretzky 
would be there sometime that evening. 
So I went to join him. As we were 
watching the hockey game sure 
enough Gretzky shows up out of no-
where. I clearly remember Gretzky 
standing at the bar.  Ed being Ed went 
up to him to introduce himself. This 
reminded me about the story he told 
about the late Cecil Macdonald and 

Jean Beliveau and the discussion set 
up by Ed before Cec's passing. Maybe 
the Great Guy had something to do 
with the Great One showing up that 
evening too. I wouldn't doubt it. Ed was 
a true diehard Habs fan and that’s an-
other thing I am proud to share with 
him. 
 
It has been my honour to have been 
associated with Ed and to work with 
him to improve the lives of our people. 
He was committed to doing his best to 
improve the lives of the people of the 
Moose Cree First Nation, and the First 
Nations within the James Bay region. 
More so, it has been quite an honour to 
have been his friend on this place we 
call earth. Ed was truly a good man, a 
friend to many and very well respected. 
 
On behalf of the Moose Cree First Na-
tion, our Council, and my family, I offer 
our deepest condolences and heartfelt 
sympathies to Ed’s wife Maureen and 
their family, and Ed’s mother Elsie and  
the entire Chilton family. 
 
We will surely miss Ed and will not for-
get him. 
 
Rest in peace my friend. 
 
Chief Norm Hardisty Jr. 
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Uj jv qn,og;MU ,j j<loyH ,G 

hjp> ,j nmv bcfMyH i<g ,j 

.sdtkU n,EhV .v .gpH onKJtgp 

i<g okpitgp xApN ,G j u<c

fM> i<g tniog;M> i<g tniognh

ucU , cc nmFnmfcU jq<xU , a

k;<cU i<g x; , nmv bcfMtGN 

j gcdoe> ,G i<g j hpnbcgT .

xyfMnmU ep x; nmp fxpn, yh 

bom moonb h j bs<hnbGN h b

f bxg.coH qU;qC qU;tgp xAp 

cfy h aQv nmv bcfMyH ,G bU

g .yEl; .jynmnmoH bcfMnm nm

vmn,nmoHN ,h j<jugmn,nmG ,G 

,nho gna h bf oMsgyU bom ln

hp h g;pH h hEj.G h ohoMGN 

ep .v jv<jpT jv j<dUvlG i<g 

jv ytsioyG ;gjk hjp> fxpn, 

.xyfMnmoH i<g .G bcfMnmoHN 

gna j tu moonm>N ,G j twjf

onb prK l KKx<jnKG ,; n,vj 

phgH bcfMnm nmvmn,nmoo> ,  
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bf .fpH bcfMnmp l j bf oh

ohgH , bf jvcooj xoE l bf 

jwgGN UgnadU ,G jv hEj.<cU l; 

x; bcfMnmoo> l j .fpyJ<cUN 

jpp> .d Ft<a mdl<htH , qn,

og;MkH ,j .fpyJG jvn, .wvln

m bcfMnmoo>N .G bcfMnm .hE

j.nmnmU i<g ohoMnmU j nmvngyh

oo> , .wgonbH okpU mg<hiMn

m mE;d> i<g Ft<a phabuH bk

tnm bcfMnmUN ,G ep .v Aog> 

xoE bom bcfMnmp , unhooj 

i<g jpp> tMn, , bo<l cjfpy

;kH h j mw cjfofJG i<g ,w 

hEjgGN 

 

i<g jvn, eJonm to<f; .o<gy<

hiMnm bcfMnmU ,G jvn, h j b

wvG i<g h j hEjgkH jv awG jvn

, jv bcfMnmU pj<hsnmoH yh j

vn, ,j nmgxtsponbH xoE , b

f nbcvhdH , tqH bcfMnmU .d 

jn,fuH nbcuH .Ud#. b<jH b<x

U itgp xAp .gpN ,G j bk> h

Ej.nmnmp , bktbG bn,ohp p<

;tsnmp .v i<g .jynmnmoHN hEj

gcU , boegH lnhp i<g jv hEjg

yJG tMn, bn,ohpH h bwvH jv 

p,UgjHN gnagnmU ep gwi mjU .

yN jq<xU m<x h Ugn,otfcU jv 

uvgG h twtcoj i<g h boyj ln

hp h e<jcoj ,G gj msgecUN t

<gm jkxC lnhp h j cjfpylG l 

.v tucooH xyfMnmoo> .d Ft

<a mdl<htH l j boevhdjcU .g

N , bf jwgkH yh o e<dLodU 

jv qn,otg;H fcvenmU , msdkc

U sn!Us mgnmoH bfG xAp .gpHN 

,G j<logecU mgnmoH , mgnbH 

i<g j<fpV x; Uj av dncf;g"N 

,nho ,ndG jv pj<hnbH n,mU Hn@

<j .tvJnmht;oH ,j age;ci n,

mH H@<j jv mgov boro> l .g

;wooHN;ci n,mH H@<j jv mgov 

boro> l .g;wooHN ,; h Ugnm 

nmgxyHN rnhV yh , hpnbcgyH , 

ccy<nlcmhonbH gna n,v u;MG n,

mH H@<jNnbcgyH , ccy<nlcmhon

bH gna n,v u;MG n,mH H@<jN ts

o Uckd j<jMUUckd j<jMUUckd j<

jMUUckd j<jMUUckd j<jMUUckd j<

jMUUckd j<jMUUckd j<jMU , ynd 

ocnmG H@<j h mw tonhonbooHN 

,G h mf<cU yp j bf UgnbrcU 

i<g , nmofJGN Uj<jMU yh .fcv

enmU h j nmgynm<cU MK_ yHngu_c

U i<g vU xOA i<g h j msge;c

i ,G ncyw Ao xyfMG MK_N y<;

V mK nmp ,j jvn, bn,ohonmG 

nmp ,j msgH jv u;Mov bom j

vn, bn,ohp boro> h .g;wooH

N ep UgbnidUN ,G jv Kj,> bC<B 

i<g ,nhoy ;gjo> h j<dogyU g

x<;V aknhU ,j mdogyHN 

 

j<dodU ,j j<loyH ,G i<g ,j 

nmv bcfMyH , nm tucongonbH 

.xyfMnmonb> jv mooponbHN j 

cjfofJ> ynbV ,w hEjgG l .v 

tucooH .tu xyfMnmoo> moon

b eJonm to<f; .o<gy<hiMnmo

H i<g bom .o<gy<hiMnb Ft<a 

mdl<hthHN yh i<g Uj<dodU ,j 

.sdttkU .g b<j h mwohgyHN ,

G j tu bn,ohonm> i<g j .sd

tt;> tFG i<g j j<doyhpnbUN 

 

, bkt<gynbjH eJonm to<f; .

o<gy<hiMnmU i<g ovqpH o cjf

pynbnbH ,<xvd,kU , nmvdmyjv

H ,G nmjyhp ny#U i<g nmvqp 

i<g ,G .hnmk ,_M i<g tMn, v

_fU nmvqosnmUN 

 

j<fpV h nbobp> ,G i<g ep h 

nbohsgnbp>N 

 

hkrogenmU jh mgU UsdT 

 

.jyhU np%T b%f<f 
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EULOGY 
FOR EDDIE CHILTON 

JULY 6, 2013 
Edward William Chilton, was born on 
October 3, 1950 in Cochrane, Ontario, 
to Elsie and Willie Chilton.  He is 
known to us as Eddie. His first few 
years were in Island Falls, Ontario, 
when our Dad worked for Ontario 
Northland Railway. He attended 
school here until grade 8, since there 
was no high school at the time, he 
initially attended high school in Tim-
mins and finished grade 12 and 13 in 
North Bay at Chippewa High School.  
For most of his school years, he was 
always at the top of his class. From 
what I remember, Eddie did not even 
put too much effort into school but yet 
always succeeded at being at the top 
of his class. Upon completing his high 
school education, he attended George 
Brown College and graduated with his 
Engineering Technician Diploma. He 
then returned home to Moose Factory 
to work with no idea his life was all 
about to change.   

I was working at the hospital which is 
where I first met Maureen in 1970. 
Maureen was a very pretty cute young 
girl when she came to Moose Factory 
and she still is a very pretty lady. 
Maureen and I worked together on the 
children’s ward.  There was a dance at 
the Air Base in the spring of 1971 that 
Maureen first caught Eddie’s eye and 
of course he asked her to dance. Later 
that evening he asked her to go for a 
skidoo ride the very next day and this 
was the beginning of their life-long 
romance, which continued to the end. 
Eddie, Linda and I, loved to dance and 
we would dance a lot at home and 
before a dance we would say, “Let’s 
practice”. I found out that when Eddie 

saw Maureen at the dance, he said 
that she was the one he was going to 
marry.   As you all know, Eddie always 
does what he says he’s going to do. I 
am sure that Maureen could have had 
her choice of young men who no 
doubt found her to be a cute young 
lady; but we are so happy and proud 

to have Maureen as Eddie’s wife and 
to be a part of our family.  So he had 
his way and they were married De-
cember 19, 1971. I know that Eddie 
always called Maureen his “little girl”.  

Music was always big in our home 
growing up; our mom played the guitar 

and sang. Our dad encouraged music. 
At an early age, Eddie loved to sing, 
play guitar and banjo; he also proba-

bly played other instruments over the 
years. He was in the choir at both 
church and at school. They used to be 
regular talent shows when we were 
kids and if you participated in the tal-
ent show you didn’t have to pay ad-
mission, so we were encouraged to 
take part and we did. I know a few 
times Eddie would sing and play with 
the banjo or guitar. He was short for 
his age and chubby if you can imag-
ine; he would sit on a chair on the 

stage with his little chubby legs dan-
gling and swinging from the chair, 
singing and playing. He was so cute!  
Over the years, he continued to play 
music; in fact he was in a few local 

bands and they played at dances or 
teen groups.  

We all know he sang at some of the 
family wedding here and at his home 
in Port Albert. He was always so hap-
py to do this when asked. During our 
stay with Eddie in the past few 
months, he would play music in his 
room. There were times when he 
would crank up the volume when he 
found a song he especially liked and I 
would go quickly into his room if I was-

n’t there. We would enjoy the music 
together. This one time when he did 
that, the song was instrumental from 
the 60’s. I asked him, are we dancing 
and he says “no, I am playing” with a 
tear running down his cheek. As I said 
he did love his music!  

Maureen and Eddie were blessed with 
4 sons. Tom their eldest was born in 
Moose Factory, on March 23, 1975 
and Mark, August 10, 1977 also in 
Moose Factory. Jonathan was born in 
Goderich Feb 13, 1980 and Adam on 
November 9, 1982 in London. Eddie 
and Maureen were living in Moosonee 
with Tom & Mark, before the birth of 
Jon and Adam, that they had a house 
fire. It was following this that they de-
cided to move south in September 
1979 so Eddie could further his educa-
tion. He attended Fanshaw College 
and graduated as an Engineering 
Technologist, and continued to be 
alumni to Fanshaw. He also attended 
the University of Waterloo for a brief 
time but married life proved to be a 
distraction.  

They eventually settled in Port Albert 
just minutes away from the beaches of 
Lake Huron where they raised their 
sons, made a beautiful home with 
amazing gardens and ground. Over 
the years, Eddie worked in the south 
but he eventually decided to take a job 
in Moose Factory with Mushkegowuk 
Council. This led to one of the most 
important work projects in his career. 
As one of the founding members of 
Five Nations Energy Inc. his vision 
was to provide reliable electricity 
through transmission lines replacing 
the diesel generators in remote north-
ern Mushkegowuk communities. This 
eventually led to include a Fibre optic 
line to bring further communications 
services to the communities, linking 
our health facilities north and south. 
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Upon completion of this, he continued 
to work and sit on various boards serv-
ing Mushkegowuk area.  

Eddie chose to live so many miles 
away from his first home and family, his 
decision to make a life in Port Albert, 
the area where Maureen was born and 
raised, was eased by the loving, ac-
cepting family he married into. As you 
can see from the number of them here 
today, and this is about half of the fami-
ly, they clearly loved and cherished him 
as much as we do. Eddie always kept 
in touch and would call to ask about 
people from our family and others in 
Moose Factory, and tell us about his 
family and extended family in Port Al-
bert.  

Eddie was proud of his Cree heritage. 
He loved to return to the area to camp, 
hunt, fish, many times bringing his boys 
with him and sometimes Maureen also. 
He also travelled to Moose Factory with 
his family or alone to visit with family, to 

enjoy Gathering of Our People, Cree 
fest, MTMG, or other community 
events. And everybody knows that Ed-
die was a lifelong Montreal Canadians 
fan; no doubt he has many good-
natured conflicts with his boys as they 
cheered for different teams except for 
Adam who joined his dad’s side.  

Throughout the years with each and 
every birth of nieces, nephews, and 
friends’ babies, he would celebrate 
whether near or far as his extended 
family grew. He was so happy and ex-
cited to let us know that they were go-
ing to become grandparents. Last year 
on August 10, 2012, he and Maureen 
became the proud Grandparents to 
Theo Edward Gerald, who was born in 
Germany to Tom & Theresa. This time 
the excitement was all ours and I mean 
both of their families, as they were now 
Grandpa & Grandma.  

Eddie was a loving husband to 
Maureen, son  to Elsie, father to Tom & 

Theresa, Mark, Jon, Adam & partner 
Stevie, grandfather to Theo, son-in-law 
to Clarice, brother/ brother-in-law to 
Bob & Betty, Susan & Elmer, Linda & 
Sinclair, Earl & Pearl, Pat & Audrey, 
Harriet, Louise, Denise, Ann & Bruce, 
Paul & Joni, Shawn & Lori, Bridget, 
Jackie & Art, and Mia & John, cher-
ished uncle to many nieces & nephews, 
a god father, and friend to many. He is 
predeceased by his father Willie Chil-
ton, Brother Bert Chilton, twin infant 
brothers, sister Minnie, father-in-law 
Mark Dalton, and brother-in-law Bernie 
Van Osch.  

We will forever remember his stories, 
talks, many phone calls, bone-crushing 
hugs that he freely gave to everyone. 
Till we meet again…. 
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,Gnb%G nmOkT v_fU j ognmj> .x

ybynm xMny 3 1950 nhhpoH mgnm

oH .Ud#. , .ojm;G ,_M i<g 

nmO v_fUN ,f oG mw j<loypUN 

bom o<gT xAp ,;go h mgG t

o<f; .<;ftH .Ud#. m<x ugnm

pU h bcvb<cU .Ud#. jn,fuH .

gco<hpnbN j j<jubyJ> bUg xoE 

okpi> tKnbV ,h , mgnhjcU h 

mEcH j<jubysnmhtH m<x boy y

h o<gT j msd> h mEcoH j<jub

ysnmht;o> ftU< i<g j jwg> oQ

qC i<g o<sqC np%G a vxnb h  

mEcoH j<jubysnmht;o>N lhG tMn

, bom xAp h j j<jubyJG eqH 

j oho> ,w x<jv j<jubyJGN lnh

U x; h j<jMkU ,f ep Jj .v u

vg> .j<jubyJnmU q;V jkxV eqH 

j hEjg> ynbv mExtH , mgG ,w 

x<jv j<jubyJGN h mEnh jwgG h 

mEcoH .j<jubyJnmU j msd> nD%V 

cn!.U h jv mEcoH j<jubysnmt;

o> i<g j bf qAEhT xTcovho y

Mpmhoo>N ,; h jn,G nmjH eJon

m to<f;H Ugnm bcfMG ,h , xM

<logH .xyfMnmU tMn, , bf bv

cooHN 

 

oG bcfMg" b;Mnmht;H ,;go o<

gT h pjEhnbH ny#U 1970 h xAHN 

ny#U jv tuwwcU , .EjojnlwwG 

m<x h g;wH eJonm to<f;H i<g 

jkxV buV tu<nlnm>N ny#U i<g o

p Uj nmv bcfMtspU bUg bnbwqH 

,w x<jv mgnb<cUN otponbucU n

,t<f;wH boy , MnhH 1971 , x

AH yh ,;go ny#U o<gT h hvgxt

;G ,fnb i<g vlyoy j hnlvr> ,

f jv nmv ott;GN nm<hg boy , 

.g;wH j hnlvr> jv ccTcovH <jsn

b tp boro> l nbcooH i<g ,;

go h .v jvcooH mo;H h xyfM

vH jv KjmsvH xoE , bf jwco

oHN ,f OUg i<g op jv tniod

gU , otkH i<g o otgU tFng o

jpH i<g ncyw otponbH ,nho ,n

dkjcUN ,; hnlvggN Uj t<lU m<x 

,f h nbcyG ny#pnb h mw otp

onbooH ,nho h mndG ,nhom l 

nmjy<cUN tMn, jpnb> h j<logrH 
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,f eqH msgT lnho> h mndG jv 

msgHN o lvp.U ny#U gj .fpyJ

cU nb .fpG bom .Ejojnb ,h 

h bniovhdH , t<h;G , tu<;n,G 

q;V o j tniodpU i<g j<dodp

U ny#U ,f ,j nmjyhoG i<g ov

qopH , mgGN ,; yh nbsgH j m

sgT i<g j bkt,jsnbH cnbgjpwq 

19 1971 h xAooHN o j<lodU ,

f eqH oG mEnlwwT , mg<cU ny#

pnbN 

 

jsvhU eqH tq> ojpH h .xjkHN 

ohnmpU j jndkxlml> i<g j oh

e>N ugnmpU j wjtn,> jsvhoo>N 

, bnbwwnmG ,f j tniogT , o

heG , jndkxlmlG i<g cUSo> , 

rgnblGN i<g yp.f ;gjk jsvhp 

j rgnbl> bom .gpH xApN j o

he> h oheov hjp> bkt,nmht;H 

i<g j<jubysnmht;HN j bcvgnbH 

gng h u;gvH h hEj.vH lnho> ,s

gjH m<x , bnbwwnmkH i<g jq<

xU h bwvnbi m<x h rgnbonbH 

ep fcmhonbucU , xfnhonbH ,

;yh owjt;nmgU jv bwvkH i<g ,

nho h msgyHN Uj<lodU b<h> ,f 

, ohe<cU i<g , rgnblG cUSo> 

i<g , jgn,kxlxgHN g;hcnmcU h 

mgs xAiM<cU i<g gvAwcUN dgx

cU dgxnmoH ,w dgoH .<hfwq 

, pon,;doj , gvAhdwwG i<g 

, n,n,xhdxG .dgxnmoH , ohe

G i<g , jsvlGN jv jfyjp;McUN 

bom xAp j bf jsvl> jkxV nbn

mE nmp j nmvrgn,r> bfG mgnm

oH h jsvlov i<g j rgn,nbH , 

otponbooH i<g x; .Ejojwq 

.vN 

 

tMn, Uj<lodpU ,j oheG bfG b

om nmvqosH , nmjsponbooH .

g i<g nmjH A%G b_x%GN eqH j j

v tniogT m<x h hnlvtfcUN rnhV 

h mgkH ,f bom xMny .gpH tgn

,cU jsvhoo> ,w x<jDoH ,w m

gGN m<x ,h , mgnbH b<h> m<x 

h jQn,pH m<x h t<hH ohenmoo

> .KT h tugH nmcV Uf<cggm ,w 

mgG , x<jDoHN,; hjp> bUg , U

sgyH , tugyHN aknh tp boy m

sgH U;ngJtgp xAp j .wgonbo;c

U , jsvlcoHN Uhnlvy> yhN j ot

pp> pN ep yh mnd>N orgnbU , 

.vhnbxG , pwhnmcooH .pnnbHN 

h mndkU yh j Kjg> .jsvhUN 

 

ny#U i<g ,f j qn,oyhnpnpH i

. .;MMnb>N ngT ynbV h .<dMynmn

mG j ognmjcU eJonm to<f;H t

jMnm xMny 23 197 i<g y%H .Cc.

nm xMny 10 1977 eJonm to<f;H 

i<g nmnpN nDpgU j ognmjcU nhG#

V jW xMny 13 1980 i<g bgT hEh

foMnm xMny 9 1982 PUgUN ,f i

<g ny# gwlcoH eJoH m<x ngT i

<g y%H ncyw ognmjvH nDU i<g b

gT h cMdojcU nmjnb>N ,nhoy jE

nh h mdUgjH qnbuH jv msdvH n

,,> xMny 1979 yh ,f vj j<ju

byJG bnbMdN j msd> CcUnq h m

EcoH j<jubysnmht;o> i<g j q

AEhT .wvlnm bcfMnmoo> i<g j 

bf bo<l j<jnpvhJ> bUg CcUnqN 

i<g j msd> nbs%Y h jv mEcoH 

pj<h> q;V , nbpm;G , ytsio

gH ,j nmjsHN 

 

lh l Kh<jnbH A%G b_x%G mgnmoH 

jv pj<h> h m<xMpnh mn!U Khmh

onbH ,w vh<;akH h j mw .Cxh

bvH .;MMnb> i<g j .wgnbH , j

v tnpwwH nmjnb> , jv tnpwj o

gnmjvhp i<g b<jo>N bom xAp 

jEnm ,f j bcfM> qnbuH q;V y

h lh j mdUgT jv .fpH bcfMnm

oo> eJonm to<f;H .yEl; .jyn

mnmoHN ,;go yh h .vcooH ynb

V h j<dognhooH bcfMnmoo> .x

yfMnm .gv.nmnmoHN akH nmp b

oj h j t<hjH okpU mg<hiMnm 

mE;do> j nbcgT jv cjfohdoH 

h ytwsvhdoH .to<jnm mE;do> 

.to<jnmkxo> mdl t<;V bom ny

;aMnm xt" xTcovhp bUd h pnm

pnhj jn,fuH .yEl; mgnmoHN lh 

yh jv bwfohdH .Ej bktnmkx" 

h jwcoH bnbMd jv agonbH bktn

m nmvmn,nmp bUd mgnmoH , b

p<;ohdj jG tu xyfMnm bcvgnm

p jn,fuH i<g qnbuHN h mEnh j

wgG .ro> gwi j bcfM> i<g , 

bxG pph> jvn, bx<gylnmoH h 

bs<hvhdH .yEl; b<j"N 

 

,f j .fpJ> tFG b<jnm fcmhU 

o<gT h j mw nmj<cU i<g nmvqp 

j mdUgT jv xyfMG bUg A%G b_x

%G mgnmoH ny#U h j mw ognmjG 

i<g .CxjmG , p,ogtm;G , Kj

m;G nmvqoo> h j mw nmjsGN h 

mw nbcrnhH buV h jwhH yh bx

g> x; bUg nmvqosov ckdpnhU 

, Kjm;G i<g , jv tniot;G gx

<;V h mw KjbHN ,f eqH j av 

bkt> i<g av bktcU , hnlvleG 

bn,ohp jvqopH i<g ;gjk eJon

m to<f;H i<g , nmgyhnmkH .a

k;dnmMnmoH i<g .G bo<l nmvq

p bUg A%G b_x%GN 

 

,f j j<logT .G moonm .g<hiMnmUN 

j tniogT , av jn,G , av mgG 
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cnhg<ht;H , pgtp.G ugr?G tFng , awnbH .;MK 

i<g b<h> ny#p i<gN i<g j msd> eJonm to<f;H 

.ak;dMnmU i<g x; , ak;G , ynbx<gnbG nmvqp 

, av tniogH , ynbvsponbooH moonm y;WnmoH 

, ccy<nlcmhonbooH i<g ;gjk mgnmoH bmsgenmp

N i<g tMn, bn,p j<lognyH ,f n,EhV x; .v ,j 

tnioyG nyUG#b_ lifkpN ep h bniovhdH , cao

tsnb;ci , rgn,vH .;MK , pug;MvH ;gjk h md

oyvH h ccy<nlcomlov yh nmp bgT h j nmvhcnm

<gnb<cU .gnmpN 

 

bom ;gjk xAp gGs i<g gng h ognmjov .swt<nl 

.pbho<nly .swy .pbjwy i<g .sdy .vvwto> g 

y;WcU jq<xU aQV i<g x; nbp> , bf ognmjov 

.G bo<l nmvqpN jv tniogecU i<g evlogecU , 

nmgyhnmkH jv eQtynmvH i<g .;tynmvHN xAuH .Cc

.nm xMny 10 2012 nmp i<g ny#U j j<lognyH , 

eQtynmG i<g .;tynmvH f:> ,fnbG Fn!%G DyU b<j

H ,j ognmjov ngT i<g f#K ,  

.ojmjvHN boy m<x oppU Ujv evlUdUgU hjp> nmv

qosnbH .eQtynmvH i<g .;tynmvH hjp>N 

 

,f ,j nmjyG jKj,> ny#p .;MMynmG ,_Mnb .gnm

ynmG ngy d#K y%H nDU bgT i<g nmFnbhoo> <fx , 

.eQtynmG f:> HI#< .wtynmG i<g nmfny ncC i<g 

af JKU i<g ,_t% OUg i<g OHI% m%_ i<g x%_ cG 

i<g b%G# b#LG Ynm< fo< bUg i<g A$< nc_ i<g 

So nqU i<g nP# x#vG DH i<g b%G i<g tk i<g n

DU i<g ,j Kjm;G , .MMynmG i<g .;tMynmG tFG 

.swy .swt<nly .swy i<g .pbjwy i<g .jrMG i

<g tFG ,j .sdtt;GN j bo<lEh;> .gnmp nmO v_f

U .wy x%G v_fU oQFq .<dK .tK to .MK y%H g

_fU i<g nm<gnb CcU .<VN 

 

hjl j h j<jMpp> .fcvenmp ,j bktm;kH tFng ,

j av bktG jv lo;H , Mcool<cU ,h , c<fpH j

<hopnb eW h j tpG tMn, bn,ohpN tp j h nbc

tspp>N 
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ANOTHER PICTURE FROM FNEI OF ED WITH COLLEAGUES AT AN FNEI CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION IN 2004 



  

 

Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                             Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                             Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                             Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             2013201320132013    

The a0ached pictures are con�nuing proof 

of his loyalty to Les Habs - but he has a 

much stronger believe in giving good ser-

vice in electricity and communica�ons to 

the west coast of James Bay . 

 

I first dealt with Ed as a nego�ator for the 

"other guys" (Hydro One now) in 1998/99 - 

when the issue was a need to address a 

shorVall in capital to get the grid connec-

�on to the coastal communi�es complete.  

My 1st reac�on was - these folks have done 

the almost impossible - ge1ng the high 

Voltage line & sta�ons project off the draw-

ing boards and into reality. A deal was 

made between Hydro One ( called OHSC 

back then) and FNEI - which both par�es 

were happy about , and the project got the 

ok for comple�on . Ed's perseverance was 

the biggest factor - as most everyone felt 

this project was a "lost cause".  It certainly 

has been a prime example of what can be 

achieved - as it is a very successful licenced 

transmission company in this province - and 

in this country! 

 

Some years later, in February 2001 - I got a 

phone call from Ed. He knew the grid con-

nec�on was close to comple�on (90 

days !!!) however there were many opera-

�onal issues to address. We met in a café 

outside Hydro One's headquarters, where 

he said we (he & I!) were now heading to a 

mee�ng to make final arrangements for 

�ming on the energiza�on. (I guess Ed did 

not believe in spending too much �me talk-

ing about it - just DO IT). 

 

Well, prepara�ons went very well, and if I 

ever needed some help or "Ed to call some-

one to get on with something" - he always 

found the �me to do it. 

 

In less than 4 months - FNEI was ready to 

energize their new system (and we success-

fully tested it live in July 2001). Only slow 

approval sessions with the federal reps held 

him back from connec�ng the communi�es, 

but by November 2001 - it was as Ed said, 

"Let's do it ". 

 

Then along comes DeBeers - and he saw the 

big picture of expanding the FNEI system to 

supply the new mine vs. long pipelines from 

the coast and oil barges (as well as huge 

tankers in James Bay).  His involvement 

with De Beers execu�ves lead them to re-

think their op�ons and they agreed to �e 

into FNEI's system (which now in hind site 

proved to be a very good financial decision 

on De Beers part as the price of a barrel of 

oil has  escalated 350%  in less than 10 

years from their original business plan fore-

cast.). 

 

But the desire to provide excellent service 

to the James Bay west coast was not over 

yet.  I s�ll remember the day Ed told me - 

we have an opportunity to put fiber-op�c 

cable to each community. Now , back in 

2005 - the ability to successfully carry a 

light signal more than 100 km was unheard 

of - without an electrical booster sta�on in 

the middle (between Moosonee & Fort 

Albany) - which we did not have & could 

not afford.  Ed started working with reps 

from Expertech - and with significant nego-

�a�ons with a major manufacturer of fiber 

cable - a deal was struck that this company 

felt they could produce a cable that could 

sa�sfy the technical standards to shoot the 

light 160 km & s�ll work. It was a risk - no 

others had demonstrated this successfully 

at that �me, but Ed's deal was a shared risk 

with the supplier & that lead to another:  

"Let's DO IT". 

 

Well, true enough, it worked and now all 

three western James Bay communi�es are 

able to share in the use of a fiber-op�c link 

back to the rest of the world.  As I heard 

one day in 2008 from an AMEC engineer 

working for De Beers: "I live in Oakville & I 

don't have that good an internet connec-

�on!"   

 

My last real major interac�on with Ed was 

December 2009 when we finalized the work 

to improve the reliability for EACH commu-

nity (he always insisted that if FNEI did 

some added work - it must be done in all 3 

communi�es and it was - some�mes it took 

a few tears - but always done for all 3) .  

 

 I probably was the "Doub�ng Thomas" guy 

in his mee�ngs - but he was one visionary 

guy and this system and the three commu-

ni�es that FNEI supplies are significantly 

be0er off because of his determina�on.    

 

Now, when I hear some far fetched idea - I 

am a lot more willing to listen!!!  

 

Larry Brooksbank  

        28 
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Cree Transla�on of Mr. Larry Brooksbank’s Tribute to Mr. Ed Chilton 

bom .g yMpnbx<jwonmp gwi , 

gnayhooH , KjbG I< bC< q;V y

h .KT bnbMd yEhnmgT , gnaLogH 

jv tu bs<honbH .to<jnm mE;d

o> i<g bkttsnmoo> bUd phab

uH pi> Ft<aN 

 

o<gT Uj nmgxyg" ,G boj ;gjkH 

.v akH mE;d> h mwohJvH buV 

1998 i<g 1999 h xAooH m<x h 

e<jcojcU , Ugn,ognhH jv boevh

dH h udcojcU bcvgnmU , bp<;

ovH boj pi> nmoa;H mgnmp jv 

jwgonbHN ,nho o<gT ,dUgycUN .

; bn,ohpH j msgnyH ,h mdognh

ooH ,j bf uvgvH h tqoH .to

<jnmkxo> i<g .to<jnmhtnh gcMp

mhoH .v yh , bf unhooHN ,; 

h p<;tsvH hjp> akH mE;d> .Ud

#. mE;d> h mffcU i<g okpU 

mg<hiMnm mE;d> hjp> h j p,o

gjH i<g boy bcfMnmU j p<;tsv

hd> jv bf jwgonbHN ,G ,h .v 

AiogH ,nho .KT h j unhooH 

Con�nued on Page 30 
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tKnbV lhG tMn, bn,p ,j mdUgj 

H boy bcfMnmU ,h jv mjooHN 

j<fpV nmpg .KT jv .v unhU lnh

U l j hEjgonbH i<g ,j hEjgyJy

hH h cjgQnbvhdH .to<jnm mE;dn

m hTco .g x<jg<jH i<g .g hp

g b<jHN 

 

bfG xAp nm<hg jW xMT 2001 Ua

v bktm;g" ,GN j<logecU bq" , 

bf jwgonbooH , bp<;ohdH l 

.gxleH mE;d> qU;tgp jwhnb q;

V tFfuco bcfMnmU lnhp h e<j

conb<cU jv uvgonbjN Uj pjEhsgU 

tvJnmht;wH nbpnmftH akH mE;d> 

,w jvn, bxvH ,;go yh h mndG 

op i<g nmp buV , Ugnm pjEhs

kH jv boevhdH yvV m<x l mE;

dnmgonbHN yp .f ,G ep .v gn

agT jun,E jv boevhdoH yh x; 

jv msvhdoHN 

 

gna yh j jv tuco> , nbn,p<g

onbH i<g m<x h Ugn,ogyU jv nm

vm;kU i<g ,G jv dncgG bn,ohp 

jv uvgov lnho> eqH jv t<hT x

MehoH jv nmvngGN 

 

ug> i. xMT okpU mg<hiMnm mE

;d> bq" j nbn,onbH jv mE;dnm

onbooH boro> .Ej .to<jnm b

cvgnmoo> i<g Uj hEjgpU , hnlv

gkH .Cc<;nm xMT 2001N x; yh , 

cavvH jv p<;tsgjH hpg .G bkt

<gylnbH ,nhoro> x; h j pholy

hH , bp<;ohdj bom mgnmp q;

V hEhfoMnm xMT 2001 h xAooH 

nmp ,G h mndGN ,; mK msdgN 

 

,; h av u;MG fx%< i<g j nbcg

T , jhpnhooH jv pjgonbooH o

kpU mg<hiMnm mE;do> jv cjfp

ytv mE;do> bUg epmlnmoH m<x 

nmp jv hjnpj b;ghp bUg pi> n

moa;H i<g xtnm vyhp i<g h y

tqj xtnm vyp bUg Ft<aN ,j u

vbG fx%< h .jynmnmov ,;go h 

bf ytsiogjH xsE l j msgtov 

i<g j p<;enbH jv bp<;pjH okp

U mg<hiMnm mE;d> .G bcvgnmoo

> yh .gpH , mgxponbH ckdpnh

U ,j tnpwH .iogenmU fx%< mdl 

h mgjdH nmp akH bnmkghU xt b

nbMd 350 , mEclcoH xt" ug> 

tggG xAp o<gT h j mdogenb;c

i h .pcgjHN 

 

q;V boy h e<dLovhd;ci jv tn

pwH bs<lnmU bUd pi> Ft<a nmo

a;H ep ,Enh .v Aoco>N jkxV 

j<jMU boy h jwhH ,G , nmgynm

GN jG bcby;pp> jv cjfpyH h 

jwcoH bktnmU gGs mgnmoHN boy 

yh 2005 bnbMd U;ngJtgp b<jnm 

fcmhU ,h , mgnhH nmp .to<jn

m mE;dnmhtH bmg> eJoH i<g x

ga;H ,h h bkkjcU i<g x; j f

cbyHN ,G j bf nmv bcfMr> h 

bkt<gtov ,H<x%dH hTconb yh ,

j bktmG lo;H jvn, h .wgG bkt

nmkxo> j p<;yhonbH bnb hTco 

vj hEjgvH , .wgvH boro> bktn

m xqhpxo> l j p,ovhdH h m

gQnbvhdH jv mwfqmhdH h nb<d

coH qU;tgp b<jnm fcmhU b<j" 

i<g jkxV jv bcfMyhooHN ,h h 

msvhdH lnhU ep ;gjkH .v nbcf

pn,nbH vj hEjgvH boro> boy r

nhV q;V h j msgH ,G hjp> j m

sgnyH ,h h mdognhooH boj h 

cjfpjH boro> bcvgnmoo> i<g 

,;go h bf jsdyhHN ,; msggN 

gnayho j mjU i<g buV tMn, b

om o<s phabuH Ft<a mgnmp g

j bcvgnbH gx<;V boro> h jwc

ooH bktnmkxo> gx<;V ;gjkH .g 

b<jHN h j agyU aknh , jwhH 20

08 h xAH boj akH ,,TmM h .

wvlvH h bcvbG fx%<N .HOU mgn

moH oG mw gwhU i<g ep boy 

m<xv tuco> boy .Ej bktnmU 

bUgN 

 

yvV jvn, h j nbcyjcU ,G cnbgj

pwE 2009 h xAH h jwgkjcU bcf

MnmU jv tnpwgonbH l bcfMyhun

bnl gGs mgnmp eqH mndcU m<x 

okpU mg<hiMnm mE;d> bpnbH ln

ho> g Ugn,ognhU aknhU jv msgvH 

tMn, bom o<s mgnmp i<g ,nho 

b<h> j .vhnbxponbU q;V eqH j 

msvhd> tMn, bom o<s gngN 

 

y<;V o nbKo gx<;V h j bnigH n

gy< bUg .pj<hsnmoH q;V gna bn

b moo> j ohpcgT i<g boy b

cvgnmU i<g bom o<s mgnmp ok

pU mg<hiMnm mE;d> h bjfpynbG 

jvn, gna tuconbH vly nmp l j 

yEhn,ogHN 

 

buV yh m<x , agyU bfG lnhU 

,h h mdUgnhunl mdogenmUN bnbM

d Uhnm UsdUN 

 

P# A%HqUH 
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It was March 1st of this year when I 
heard the news.  “Ed’s cancer is un-
treatable and he might have only a 
couple of months left.”  Sometimes it 
takes the mind a while to process the 
words it’s heard.  Especially when the 
heart is yelling so loudly “no, these 
words can’t be true”. 

We all react differently when we’re 
confronted with the unbelievable, 
when we’re trying to come to grips 
with a new reality.  My response was 
to snap on my cross country skis and 
head through the forest to the wide 
open fields beyond where I would find 
silence and space for my thoughts.   

I swished along on my skis, looking 
for the meaning of the news some-
where in the undisturbed whiteness all 
around me.  The landscape appeared 
barren and lifeless until I saw them – 
the tracks.  A multitude of tracks in the 
snow.  Evidence of life in abundance.   

Deer.  Rabbit.  Turkey.  Mouse.  Coy-
ote.  Tracks criss-crossing over time 
and destination.  I stopped to consider 
them.  What were they telling me 
about Ed? 

We’re going to disappear soon, they 
said.  The sun is going to distort us, 
misshape us, melt us.  Then the wind 
is going to blow fresh snow across us.  
And we’ll be gone.  But, they said, 
Ed’s tracks will never disappear.  
Tracks of love across people’s lives 
are indelible. 

Ed has tracked millions of miles 
across many people’s lives and into 
our hearts.  Each person here has 
had a unique relationship with Ed, as 
an acquaintance, colleague, friend, 
relative, uncle, brother, son, grandfa-
ther, father and husband.  Each of us 
will have our own thoughts and will 
remember Ed in our own way.  But I 
believe certain of Ed’s tracks will be 
recognizable to many. 

Like the tracks he made for about 270 
kilometres, extending north from 

Moosonee, along the west coast of 
James Bay – in the form of hydro-
electric transmission lines; life lines 

energizing the First Nation communi-
ties of Fort Albany, Kashechewan and 
Attawapiskat.  Providing clean, relia-
ble energy to replace the unreliable, 
dirty, noisy diesel engines.  In various 
roles, including Project Coordinator for 
Five Nations Energy Inc., Ed, with his 
“let’s do it” philosophy, led this mas-
sive project from dream to reality, 
through development, construction 
and into operation at the beginning of 
this decade.  Says a colleague at Five 
Nations, “Ed’s unique blend of admin-
istrative, technical and political skills 
were critical to getting the project 
through completion”.  Ed more recent-
ly assisted with the development of 
the fibre optic telecommunications 
infrastructure along those transmis-
sion lines.  Although Ed always under-
stated his role in this transformational 
initiative, and he spoke modestly of 
his involvement with the Moose Cree 
and other First Nation energy projects, 
there was never any doubt that Ed’s 
heart, soul and passion were in his 
work.  

In an email message to a beloved 
niece, Ed shared a “Power Thought 
for the Day” from the newspaper.  It 
said “Start every day with self-
affirmation and press forward with 
diligence, self-control and courage.  
The first step to achievement is self-
control”.  Ed went on in his message 
to say that reading things like that re-
inforces the way we do things and 
makes us more determined and more 
confident in the way we think.  Ed’s 
career was the manifestation of those 
words.   

Ed set down vital tracks over bridges 
he built, linking First Nation govern-
ments with Canadian governments 
and the private sector, such as De-
Beers. Always championing his caus-
es and using his people skills to cre-
ate key partnerships.  

Ed created a key partnership in marry-
ing Maureen and sharing 42 years 
together.  He linked his Cree family 
heritage to our Irish-French family her-
itage and together they produced 
wonderful, hybrid sons – Tom, Mark, 
Jon and Adam.  In the last few weeks 
of Ed’s life, our two families ate, 
prayed, sang, laughed and cried to-
gether in the company of Ed, in his 
home, surrounding him with love.  And 
this was truly a company of angels.  
To name only a few, Maureen ever at 
Ed’s side, nursing, listening - love in 
action. Susan likewise, providing lov-
ing care and tending her brother.  El-
sie, linking her fingers and her heart to 
her son’s, as only a mother can.  And 
four strong sons who came home 
from across the country to provide 
gentle, kind, compassionate bedside 
care to their father in his last weeks.  
Ed’s tracks at the end were tracks 
connecting all those he knew and es-
pecially loved.  After losing a brother 
and brother-in-law so suddenly, with 
no opportunity to say goodbye, it was 
so important to Ed to be able to wish 
the many people he loved and cared 
for, farewell.  And this he did. 

In earlier days, Ed made tracks in the 
snow, delivering his young sons, niec-
es and nephews by snowmobile to the 
toboggan hill back at the lake. He 
made tracks to Toronto with his boys, 
to sports and music events, to goose 
camps in the north, around home and 
in the community in the tunes he’d 
strummed and the songs he’d sung, in 
the sports he played and accomplish-
ments made.  He made tracks with 
Maureen across the country to visit 
their sons in the west, and most re-
cently to Germany to see their daugh-
ter-in-love, Theresa, and meet their 
precious grandson, Theo.  Uncle Ed-
die made tracks over the phone call-
ing his hockey fan rivals, his young 
nephews, to claim his wager of a 
Loonie if the Habs beat the Leafs, 
doubling it to a Toonie for a shutout.  
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Uncle Eddie made tracks across the 
ocean, emailing expressions of love 
and caring to his Goddaughter, Cathe-
rine Simpson.  She was 14 years old 
at the time, on an extended stay in 
France where her heart was breaking 
with loneliness and homesickness. 
Uncle Eddie told Catherine that he 
had experienced loneliness often 
when away from home, but could al-
ways find comfort in the knowledge 
that back home were people who 
loved him and cared for him.  He 
promised Catherine that one of his 
hugs would be waiting for her when 
she returned home.  One of his sin-
cere, genuine, love-filled hugs that 
were gifted to many of us.  I remem-
ber Ed telling me once, years ago, 
that the things some people call hugs 
“[ ]” aren’t real. Ed’s hugs were also 
often in his words.  Another much 
loved Goddaughter, Kelly Pritchard, 
fondly speaks of her Godfather as 
someone having had worldly wisdom 
that can come only from seeing be-
yond himself. He shared this wisdom 
with constancy and softness and let 
nothing come between others and his 
loving guidance. 

Indeed, Ed did not let obstacles stop 
him in his tracks.  He created lots of 
tracks from family home to family 
home, always on the lookout for op-
portunities to “help” with some project 
or another, to join in the fun, to extend 
the task at hand from one hour to four. 
And helping with projects wasn’t lim-
ited to family, but spread far out into 
his communities as well, as Special 
Ed threw himself into organizing 
sports and social events, such as the 
recent Port Albert anniversary cele-
bration. 

Ed’s tracks were made with feet of 
clay – he was human, like the rest of 
us.  He made tracks through his fail-
ings and mistakes as well as his suc-
cesses, his fears, doubts and anxie-
ties as well as his firm convictions.  
But through the ups and downs, the 
good times and the bad, it has been 

Ed’s unflagging generosity, kindness, 
sharing, and self-giving that have 
strode arm-in-arm across our hearts, 
stomping out a superhighway in their 
wake.  Tracks of love stomped so 
deep they’re in the DNA of family 
members.  In Maureen’s DNA, their 
sons’ DNA.  In their sons’ sons’ DNA. 

Like the tracks in the snow, Ed’s 
tracks will criss-cross with other tracks 
of love over time and destination, 
down through the generations and 
across his universe.  But unlike the 
tracks in the snow, tracks of love don’t 
disappear with the wind.  They’re on 
the wind, like a goose in flight. 

A goose in flight.  That’s what the 
tracks in the snow whispered to me, in 
the field behind my house, on that 
March 1st morning.  I looked up and 
across the white fields, remembering 
springs past when Canada Geese 
congregated there, feasting on green 
winter wheat or left-behind corn. 

I remembered Jack-the-dog’s wild 
goose chase across the field – him 
supercharged in the misguided belief 
that he could actually catch one.  At 
first, the irritated, honking birds wad-
dled in the opposite direction, while 
distance between them and their pur-
suer still gave enough confidence.  As 
the gap closed they began running 
stiff-leggedly, finally taking flight.  I 
recalled walking across the mucky 
field to the feeding place where they 
had been, before the disturbance.  
There were tracks – disordered, busy, 
communal tracks in the spring-soft 
earth.  I followed the tracks in the di-
rection of the chase, until one by one, 
the tracks ended.  Each track in the 
dirt ending in the exact right moment.  
Each track ending at exactly the place 
each awkward, stiff-legged, earth-
bound bird took flight. 

In flight, the Canada Goose’s earthly 
awkwardness is left behind.  It be-
comes a creature of beauty and awe – 
graceful, smooth, imposing.  Gliding 
with ease and assurance.  Beyond the 

reach of a charging dog. 

In that moment of remembering, I 
came to understand the message of 
the tracks.  Ed’s track-making in this 
physical realm ended the moment he 
took flight.  But tracks of love are un-
ending, imprinted forever on our spirit, 
on the wind.   

I imagine Ed as a magnificent goose 
taking flight.  Climbing higher and fast-
er, to catch up with the flock, honking 
encouragement to each other, head-
ing in the direction of their arrow, to-
gether.  Ed was never one to be left 
out of the action.   

Perhaps Willie’s in that formation, my 
Dad, Bert, Bernie, David, the twins - 
loved ones who have already taken 
flight.  Just as the Canada Goose 
does, Ed would keep an eye out and 
drop back for any bird struggling or 
left behind, needing help. He would 
stray out of formation at times, per-
haps diving and soaring wildly just for 
the pure fun of it, and maybe even 
doing loopy loos when the Habs 
score.  And, whenever it would be 
right to do so, Ed would also make his 
way to the front of the V to take the 
lead.   

These things I know, because that’s 
what Ed did down here, on earth. 

Sail on Brother Ed, sail on by.  Your 
time has come to fly. 
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xt<hpnb ufoMHxt<hpnb ufoMHxt<hpnb ufoMHxt<hpnb ufoMH    

    

, Kjmn,nm j<jMsgG ,G, Kjmn,nm j<jMsgG ,G, Kjmn,nm j<jMsgG ,G, Kjmn,nm j<jMsgG ,G    

h j yMpbH bU x#S%Gh j yMpbH bU x#S%Gh j yMpbH bU x#S%Gh j yMpbH bU x#S%G    

.Cc<;nm xMT 2013.Cc<;nm xMT 2013.Cc<;nm xMT 2013.Cc<;nm xMT 2013    

    

.Eh;vucU tjMnm xMT .y h xAH m<

x h agyU fcvenmUN ,h h j Us;gon

booH jjEhT ,G i<g oQ xMT x; j

kxV hg xyfM>N b<h> uylE mdUgnhU 

tsiovU jv oMsgeyhU bom mndnmp 

h ageyhHN yfh .f m<x tdm ep 

, mw dnayhH epgj gnavhdnb bom 

mndnmpN 

 

tMn, bn,p cxsER jG mw ;E;copp

> m<x h pj<h;kH lnhU ,h h gnavh

dH m<x h ;vgkH jv oMsgyH .Ej l

nhUN ,nho hsgyU , AgKrkH o oncg

mn,nm bKyH i<g, mg<nlnc.fkU ,w 

uvt<htnbH ,w yj cEnhH nbp> l j 

mw t<hyU ,w hkrognhH l mw yts

iogyUN 

 

h jndkgmkU o oncgmn,nm bKyH , 

pgnm oMsgyU boy fcvenmU bUg ,

h lnhU ,w t;EhvgonbH , nbc;phH 

nbqhTN ep lnhU mgnhU mwpnhH bUg 

b<jH i<g ep lnhU xyfMyhU cfy m

<x h nbcgyU , xt<hpn,G bn,pN , 

jv mg<hpnbonbH bUg;oHN , ckdpnh

H , twhH xyfMnmUN 

 

bfH nbAE tw chbnhU bx;wE cnhv 

bfTN , ggx xt<hpn,vH gUd x; i<

g ,<cgnbnlN o .vjxHvU , hpnbcgn

yHN lnho> h nmgynmvH ,fnb N 

 

Uh bf Aop;MpU nmcV mndnbHN xMT 

g msgT nhUg> jv mwp;MkH i<g Uh 

fjM;pUN,; yh ufoM> g Agd> .E; 

;p lwnbHN ,; yh l pydkHN q;V y

h mndnbH ,G . xt<hpn,nmp epn n

m<hV g AopnhonbN Kjmn,nm xt<hpn

,nmp .xyfMnmonb> moonbH ,h l 

j hMmhdojN 

 

jW tgstgp b<jnm fcmhU b<j j x

t<hpnb> ,G tFG moonb .xyfMnmo

o> i<g j dmpHN aakH bn,p.g c

xsE j mw hpnbctsnbH ,fnb b<h> 

h nbctsnbnl i<g h nmv bcfMtsnbnl 

.sdy nb;yhp .MK .;tK .<dK .;

MK .eQy .gnmk i<g .payN aakH 

h mgwkH fxpn, jG mdogpp> i<g 

fcU j h j<jMsgnbp> ,GN q;V oG g

nadU j<fpV ,G .xt<hn,nmp g oMg

n,pnyH tFGN gx<;V bom xt<hpn,nm

p h j .wgG 270 .Ej fcmhp< jn,

fuH mdl eJoH .v pi> phabuH 

Ft< a .to<jnm mE;dnmkxk .xyfM

nm xqhpxnbnb h .w mE;dtvH .o<

gyhiMnbH xgaH lwvnbU i<g bgnbx<

hGN , cjfpyvH h akhooH h ywsv

hdH mE;d> t<;V bom ,h h ytwsv

hdj h ypgj h m<gMgnhj y;aMnm x

t xTcovhpN pph> ,j mpcfMG bw

V ,j ohonmgG bcfMnmoo> okpU 

mg<hiMnm mE;do> .v ,G ,; msd

g h j mw gnaLogH j xegg> .ro> 

jv bcfMnmoo> ,j ev cnbvhdH lh 

yh j bf unhooH i<g bcfMhvhdH 

.wgonbH i<g h j bf bcfMyhH h 

bf jvco tggG xAp .gpH .vN ,nh

o ,ndG h j nmv bcfMt;G bUg ok

pU mg<hiMnm mE;dHN ,G hj ygnm 

msgH .G bcfMnmoH i<g .G bcfMn

m i<g .jynmnm hEj.nmnmp j jv j

<dognhoo> xoE , bf jwgonbooH 

bcfMnmoo>N ,G b<gt<x j nmvng;cU 

, .wgonbooH bcvgnmoo> l mw x

edyhooH h jwcooH bktnm xqhpx

o> .xr bUg .to<jnm mE;dnmkxnbN 

bg yh ,G eqH ,j gcdoesgH .G 

bcfMnmU boy o<gT h j bf cM;yh

ooH i<g j gcfoe boegT ,j nmv

bG eJonm to<f;H moonb i<g ;gj

k .o<gy<hiMnm mE;dnm bcfMnmp 

ep nm<hV ,h h .v gnaLogH ,G .

dmH .GbD;H i<g ,j KjgG .G bcf

MnmUN 

 

, yMpbynbG h KjbG .swt<nlyh ,G 

j qn,or> .yEhn,ogenmU boro> , 

jwhoH fcvenm yMpmhoH ,j .fpHN 

,nho h mndyhooHN bf jvg gGs jw

h> j yEhn,ogenmU i<g bf msg h 

mdUgnhH , JlUgyU i<g Jjd,nmUN ,n

hoy o<gT lnhU h hEjgyJponbH , J

lovhdHN ,G ,nho h bf mndG m<x 

h bktgonbj gx<;V boy nmvm;pon

bH h msgynl lnhU i<g bnbMd yEhn

,ovhd> i<g j Jlodpp> lnhU h y

tsiogyHN ,G .G bcfMnmU j unho

o> bom mndnmpN 

 

,G j xy<hpn,> bom bQhp h 

j .wbG , bp<;pH .o<gy<hiMn

m .jynmnmp bwV hpg b<jH jv 

.jynmnmp i<g h faotfJov ;

gjk gx<;V fx%<N eqH ,j bwgb

H nbsgH i<g , bcvgH .hEj.nmn

mp , .wgG jvn, nmvhcnm<gsnm

pN 

 

,G .wg> jvn, nmhcnm<gsnmoo> 

m<x h nmjyG ny#p i<g itg o

Q xAp ,j qn,otsvHN j bp<;

pT .G moonm nmvqos .g<hiMn

mU  o b#E .x<fnlknm 

nmvqos .g<hiMnmoo> i<g hjp

> j ognmj,nbH h tniog;Mov x

sE h .g<hiMov .;MK ngT y%H n

DU i<g bgnyN bom bfG yvV gn

b<dnb ,G .xyfMnmU hjp> ovq

opoH j tvJnbH  
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bktvlnbH ohenbH cxnbH i<g gx<;V 

j ysnbH , nmxyvH ,fnb nmjoH 

, nbqht bx<gG , Kjn,nmoo>N 

gna , nmgxt;G bWonbN bfG x

; , nmovH ny#U gwi ,j nmgx

yG ,fnb , Us;o m<nlnmG , Us

gnbG .Kjmn,nmU , bcvgGN aknh

U i<g JKU , Kjmn,nm ctbG i<

g , hpn,oyG .wyN ,_M hjp> 

.vvk i<g .dm .;MK .v x; 

.hnmy> h msgHN i<g i. h yE

hnmMov .;MK ,j av jn,ov qn

c<htH b<jH ,j .sdov , av 

u<cfM<g;G i<g , jv KjbvH .

oanmooH .gnmnb> bom yvV gn

b<dnbN ,G .xt<hpn,nmp bom 

yvV i<g bp<;pG tMn, bom h 

j j<loyG i<g .KT KjbGN h mE

nh nbobG .wy i<g nm<gnb jv 

lggnmU ,h .v bcby;G nbvL jv 

mndG j j<dogT ,G ,j hEjgG j

v nbvLyG bom tFG bn,ohp h 

j KjbG i<g ctbGN  

,nho yh hsgHN 

 

bUd .gpH o<gT jwhnb j xt<h

pn,> bUg ;oH ,G , msgbG . 

b;MK , bnmwwnmov .swt<nl .

pbho<nly i<g .swy .pbjwy 

<jsnb , bcvbG bUg QEhvnboH 

bUd KhmhoHN j xt<hpn,> sn!Us 

mgnmoH , nmFnbG .;MK , rgnb

onbH i<g , jsvhonbooH Ugtp

.nmht;H jn,fuH lwnbH nmjnbH 

i<g mgnmp bom ohenmp h j 

jndkxlbH i<g bom ohenmp h 

j oheG om rgn,nmp h j rgn,

G i<g bom h j hEjgyJGN j x

t<hpn,nbH ny#p qnc<htH , Ugn

m enbx<gnbvH .;MMnb> phabuH 

i<g b<gt<x Dyp<jH , Ugnm nb

cyvH h KjbvH .pho<nltnb> d#

K i<g jv bn,ohonmov .MMtnb

> fL>N , .;tMynmG ,f j t<h

pn,> , bktbG dPncoH bom h 

nmv tniogjH cc<nlcmlnmoo> h 

bnbwwnmov .swy .pbjwy , U

gn,ogH .fMnmU aknhgm m<x nyU

G#b_ jifkU h c<jpnbvH OC< sn

!Us onqgm jq<xU h wnhjbovN 

 

.;tMy> ,f j r<hpn,> bht jv

htH , yMpbynbG , KjbG i<g 

, ytsioyG .MMy hg#U MTMUN 

iqx xAiMocU boy m<x bpnb

H , mgo<cU Ccn!U b<jH .dmo> 

, chtEh;ov xj<hgenmoo> i<g 

jnbdoenmoo>N .;tMy> ,f j 

md> hg#Upnb ,j ewgG xj<genm

oo> tFng m<x h phgH nmj q;

V eqH ,j t<hH p,oenmoo> , 

j<logH nmjH , mgov bn,ohp 

h Khm;G i<g h ytsiot;GN j 

bQgyn,> hg#Up , am;ov .Mc

oo> m<x l g;wovN akH lnhU h 

gnayhooH i<g h xswpnhooH .

Kjmn,nm .Mcoo> tFng h j qn

,othnmkH h tFfkHN o j<jMU  

,G aknh , nmgynmG tFG xAp 

.gpH bom bfG bn,ohpH Mcon

mU h mgjH ,h gnanbonbooHN m

<x , Mcon,G ,G tFng j agnh

oo> .G bktnmoHN ;gH h j jv 

KjbG .jrK lO x#S%G Kjg> , 

boeyG .jrK bn,ohU h j hlgn

,ogH x; h .vcoH bnbMd ,w 

nbctfJG bn,pN j qn,ovl> .h

lgn,ogenmU gwi i<g u<xMnmoH 

i<g ,h lnhU jv gv<h;ponbH hj

p> i<g .Kjmn,nm j<jugmn,nm

oHN 

 

gna ,G ep .v cjfpT h jxEhl

yhooH jv jxfo;G .t<hpn,nmo

HN j .wg> .t<hpn,nmp nmvqoH 

i<g ;gjk nmvqooH eqH , pgn

m t<hH l bcby;G jv nmvngG b

cfMnmoH i<g x; ;gjo> , nm 

bwvG tniogenmoH , nm nmvngG 

bcfMnmoH akH fcmhU jonhoEh> 

xo i. jonhoEh>N yh , nmvngG 

bcfMnmoH ep x; nmvqoH yh n

bp> mgnmp i<g bnb jv bn,p 

,G j mwn,xofJ> rgn,nmp , 

ohohgH i<g ynbvmsnmp gx<;V 

b<gt<x A%G b_x%G , fx<heyhH 

jv jwhognmUN 

 

,G .t<hpn,nmU j nbcgp<;nmMd>

N j moonm> gx<;> tMn, h mg

wkHN j xt<hpn,> h j mw q;f

MG i<g nbosgH i<g h j mw q

AEhH .;Egenmnmp .gnigenmp i

<g .?jMnmp i<g h j mw cjf

ofJGN q;V yh h j mw tniogH 

i<g cnhgH bom h j mw tniog

H i<g h j mw cnhgH ,G ,h h 

.v ;E;cooH .qn,ovlnmU .u<c

fMnmU .qn,ovlnmU i<g ,j cj

fofJG h j g;o;kH tMn, jdm

pH h j .v jsdyhj jv r<hpH 

m<x h unhoojN , xt<hpn,yhH 

.Kjmn,nmU jv bgtH .t;oH , 

mgnhooH nmvqpN ny#U .t;H .;

MK .t;oHN .;MK .;MMo> .t;

oHN 
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gx<;V t<hpn,nmU ;oH ,G .xt<

hpn,nmp g mf<hpn,yhoo> ;gj

k Kjmn,nm xt<hpn,nmp nbp> 

ohU i<g nbm .fgmhdH l bf 

xyfMvH ohU i<g .xyfMnmoHN 

yh q;V xt<hpn,nmp ;oH Kjmn

,nm xt<hpn,nmp ep g pygnhn

p h ufHN , ufH mgnhnp gx<; 

oK , xtpGN 

 

, xtpG o<hN ,nhoy h jeDmt

;kU bUg ;oH xt<hpn,nmU bUg 

,w cEnhH .gpH ojH boy h .E

h;vH tjMnm xMT , jWckHN o D

h<nloU , nbcH , cEnhH , j<jM

kU h j MnhH .gpH m<x o<hH h 

ynbvmsvH bUg , y;WvH xAo b

utpEnh  i<g x; h j phvhdoH 

nb<hgekN 

 

o j<jMU bfT DH h mfG , cc

tfnqbG o<hnb bUg ,w cEnhoH 

, jv mdUgH , nbodUgH gna j

v hvfp;ciN o<gT boj h t;Eh

dogjH h pug;MvH xiMnbH , ;

<;<nlcgvH , .wevH jkxV bgnm

p , JlUgjH , phvcbvH bom 

h xtfq.;vHN m<x h bf aQp

;Mov ,; h bf nhk<;hd<gvH lh 

yh , bf .Cc.vHN o j<jMU , 

h<hrkU bUg , bwEjnbH cEnhH h 

j mw tvJvH ncyw t;EhvmvHN c

ct<hpn,nbH nhUg> x; h bmf<hn

ivH , fp.vH nbnmv xt<hpn,n

mp bUg , bf fjdH b<j , Mn

hHN o p.nbgU h j bf m<cgvH 

lh aakH , bf jwx<hpn,vH b

<xUN gGs .r<hpnb> hjp> nrv a

knhU bUg h nhgjpJG vgohdG b<

jH h .v .Cc.G xiM>N 

 

m<x , xtpG h nhgjpJG b<jH 

o<h phf;>N bnb bnmkwE bf t

uww> i<g yy<hMp;M> tup;M> 

, xtpGN , pmp;MG , xywG 

i<g , lvpLogHN ,h ,j 

dxo;G h ag;vov bfnyN 

 

boy m<x h j<jMkU Uj bf oM

sdU h nmgyhnmkU bom xt<hpn,

nmpN h j xt<hpn,G ,G .gH b<

jH j wxcoo> m<x h .Cc.GN 

q;V yh h xt<hpn,yhH 

Kjmn,nmU ep nm<hV Aoco> , 

t<hpn,yhH hjl jG bD;pH h u

fHN 

 

o ytsioy> ,G gx<;V , jv t

uwwG o<h , .Cc.GN xoE mEx

tH i<g , bf jwcoG , bf .

fgbG ;gjk o<hnb , xtpov , 

pug;MvH , wjtsvH hjp> b<xU 

, mwpvH gx<; bh<H ,w mngm

lGN ,G ep nm<hV .v bgn,oyhn

pU m<x lnho> h msvhdoHN 

 

y<;V mK nmo i<g nmp xtp> 

bUg ugnm x%G x%o dxG oQFqH 

h KjmvH bqm h j .Cc.vHN gx

<;V o<h h msgHN ,G akH .Ejw

H g mgxcU i<g g m<co.cU x

; xiM> , tqtov i<g , phf

ttv , Ugn,ogtov jv nmvmtvN 

b<h> g mhdco.cU y<;V , pw

co.G i<g nhg> , mco.G nhUg> 

x; , nm tniogH i<g y<;V nbn

mE , ytgn,co.G m<x bC< h 

xnFcbtovN i<g m<x h pmcoo

H ,G i<g ohU gf bmsd> jv 

ohoGN 

 

.. lnhp Uj<lodU vly ,nho h 

msgH ,G .g b<jHN 

 

xtp o<d< ,G xtpN bqm .fv

co> jv xtpkUN 
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Leo Friday 

Deputy Grand Chief, Mushkegowuk Coun-

cil, Former Chief, Kashechewan First Na-

�on 

Tribute for Ed Chilton, July 13, 2013 

 

I first got to know Ed Chilton when I was 

Chief of Kashechewan and he was working 

as the Supervisor for the Mushkegowuk 

Council Technical Services department in 

around the late 80’s. I was coming down 

the hallway heading to the conference 

room for a Chiefs’ mee�ng that was about 

to start and someone was standing in the 

doorway across from the conference room 

and said to me: “Hello Leo”. I didn’t know 

who he was and just said good morning 

back.  

 

APer that �me I oPen saw him coming into 

our community to talk about and hear 

about our needs. As Chief, I received copies 

of the large number of le0ers that he wrote 

to the various levels of government on be-

half of the band manger and the Chief; He 

really took his job seriously. APer a while, 

the thing that Ed was really focused on was 

improving the electricity supply in the com-

muni�es. A lot of �mes our community 

would suffer extended power black outs. 

Several �mes Ed happened to be in the 

community to witness this fact. One �me 

the power went out in the middle of a fu-

neral. We lit some candles and con�nued 

the service.  

 

Ed was one of the best and most under-

standing technicians that the Northern five 

Chiefs had in those days. Ed, together with 

the Grand Chief at the �me, Ernie T. Suth-

erland began the development of the 

Omushkego Ishkotayo power line project. 

Omushkego Ishkotayo is Cree for “People’s 

Power Source” referring specifically to the 

Mushkegowuk, the people of the James 

Bay Lowlands.  

 

I remember Ernie, who was President of 

FNEI at the �me, telling me a story about 

the �me that they were at a mee�ng, 

wai�ng for the government’s decision on 

whether or not the transmission project 

would be able to go ahead. Our group, 

which included the Chiefs, the Grand Chief 

Lawrence Mar�n, Ed, Merv McLeod and 

Ernie, were all asked to step out from the 

mee�ng and wait while the Ministers and 

Premier talked and made their final deci-

sion to approve or turn down the project.   

 

While they were wai�ng and wai�ng for the 

answer Ed con�nued to do his characteris-

�c “never taking no for an answer” think-

ing, trying to come up with other ways to 

pressure and encourage the government to 

understand that this project is desperately 

needed, and, that they should support this 

project.  While Ed was doing this some of 

the other people in the group were becom-

ing quite worried.  

 

Ernie, who was a very spiritual man, ad-

dressed the group saying that he felt deep-

ly in his heart that he should pray for cour-

age and pray that the Holy Spirit would give 

guidance to the people inside to make the 

right decision to support this project. Ernie 

went on to tell me how Lawrence and Ed 

liPed up their heads, looked straight at him, 

closed their books, and rose to pray with 

Ernie. Immediately aPer the prayer they 

were asked to rejoin the mee�ng and the 

news was that the decision was in favour to 

build the transmission line. The news 

spread like a forest fire and everybody 

heard the amazing news that day. The $55 

million transmission line project was a go!! 

  

I want to just share that part of Ed’s story 

for now and I want to con�nue to tell you 

some of the other work that Ed was in-

volved in.  

 

Ed was a true visionary, and always wanted 

to include high speed digital communica-

�ons to the three communi�es along with a 

reliable power source. Originally it was 

planned to include a fibre-op�c line on the 

transmission poles however the technology 

at the �me didn’t allow for a laser to shoot 

the light 160 km from Moosonee to Fort 

Albany without a repeater sta�on halfway. 

It was also very challenging coming up with 

the financing just for the transmission line – 

it was just not possible to add in the costs 

of fibre op�cs at that �me.  

 

However, visionary that he was, Ed, togeth-

er with the late Ernie Sutherland, started 

discussions to install fibre op�c cable on 

FNEI’s newly-constructed transmission pole 

line from Moosonee to A0awapiskat to 

bring high-speed telecommunica�on ser-

vices to A0awapiskat, Fort Albany and Ka-

shechewan and interconnect with 

Moosonee, Moose Factory and the rest of 

the world.  Mushkegowuk Council and FNEI 

established a working commi0ee to con-

nect the northern communi�es by deploy-

ing fibre op�c cable on the new FNEI pole 

line. This was followed up by the forma�on 

of the Western James Bay Telecom Net-

work. WJBTN undertook a feasibility study 

to come up with plans to provide high 

speed telecommunica�ons to the three 

communi�es. WJBTN was able to raise the 

over $1.5 million needed for the telecom-

munica�on infrastructure within each of 

the three communi�es that would be re-

quired to connect to the fibre line at FNEI’s 

substa�ons. 

  

While this was happening Ed and FNEI were 

busy in discussions with De Beers Canada 

Inc. which was planning to build Ontario’s 

first diamond mine about 100km west of 

A0awapiskat. De Beers needed electricity 

for the mine and an extension of FNEI’s 

transmission line was the logical solu�on. 

For technical and system reliability reasons 

DBC was directed to twin the transmission 

line from Moosonee to Kashechewan. Up-

on comple�on this new line would be 

turned over to FNEI to operate. Ed saw in 

this new construc�on an opportunity to 

install fibre-op�cs on this new line, which 

would be significantly less expensive than 

construc�ng a separate new fibre op�c 

pole line. In September 2005, the Board of 

FNEI commi0ed to spend over $10 million 

to install a 24 strand fibre-op�c line from 

Moosonee to A0awapiskat along with all 

the necessary electronics and provide 12 of 

these strands to WJBTN for the use of the 

communi�es.  

 

In commi1ng to the deployment of fibre 

op�c cable, the Board of Directors of Five 

Na�ons Energy Inc., under the direc�on of 

President Mike Metatawabin, and guided 

by Ed, demonstrated its vision for improved 

educa�on, training, medical services and 

job opportuni�es for residents of the com-

muni�es through access to modern day 

telecommunica�ons. 
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Where most people saw obstacles and roadblocks, Ed saw a way to achieve what others said was impossible.  He provided the support, 

guidance, and dedicated hard work to improve life in the Far North ... FNEI and the Western James Bay Telecom Network ... two significant 

accomplishments, thanks to Ed's very unique blend of talents, exper�se, and leadership.   
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o<gT Uj bf j<loyH ,G v_fU m<

x h .jyhonmkU lwvnbuH i<g b

cfMcU .jyhgH .yEl; .jynmnmoH 

bcfMnm nmvmn,nmo bs<lnmoH nb

LE , bf jwxcoH qU;qC okpit

gp xApN Uav xegg" ,w xegonb

H , msdkU pj<hsnmht;H .jyhpH 

, pj<hsvH bq" , bf jvgonbH 

i<g ocnmcU bn,p bUg mEnhdtH 

bhtH bUg pj<hsnmoht;H i<g ,nh

o , mw<cU nbvL O:>N ep j<lo

yg" bn,ohonmG i<g ,nho x; h 

mgH tu jWck>N 

 

h mEnh boy tFng Uj nbcyg" , 

av g;wH oG mgnmopH , av bo

egH i<g UsghnmkH nb mw Ugn,og

ynbjGN , .jyhonmkU oG .ff;g" 

t<gm yMpbysnmp h j yMpbynb;

ci pph> jv .jynb , yMpml<g

ynbG .jyhoht;H h .jynmov i<g 

.jyhpN j jv j<dogT .G bcfMn

mUN nm<hg boy lnho> .KT ,G h 

hpnbcgjcU jv tnpwgG .to<jnm 

mE;do> h bjfohdojcU mgnmoHN 

tFng oG mgnmopU j ewgnbH hhun

,E , b<gn,coH mE;d>N bfG bo

m pmgH mgcU ,G mgnmoH fxpn

, jv nbcgHN aknh mE;d> b<gn,c

ocU rnhV , pmvconbHN bfG nb<

doyhp Uj K<hmgU i<g tp j bf 

jvggU , bktvhonbHN 

 

,G ,nhnb ynbV akH h j hEj.G 

i<g .KT h j hEj.G .G bcfMnm

onb> boy h mw bcfMvH jn,fu

H okpU .jyhpH h bknb<cU bom 

m<xN ,G hjp> jv .jyhU boy m

<x m%o KgpU j bf .wgnbH .yE

l; mE;dnm .to<jnm mE;dnmkxnm 

bcfMnmoo>N .yEl; mE;d> ,nho 

nbmngvhdH mooH , .vcoH moo

> .G mE;denb> .KT boj .yE;ln

bH moonbH bUg h mgvH Ft< a 

pi> nmoa;HN 

 

o j<jMU m%o h oho .jynmnm<cU 

okpU mg<hiMnm mE;dH boy m<x 

, fcve<gnm<cU aknh yp tp pj<

hsnmoH , mgvH , agvH jv .jyn

mnm .iogenmoo> jq<xU i<g x

; ,h vj bf uvgonbH boy .t

o<jnm mE;dnm bcfMnmoo>N oG 

bs<lnmopoH , bwvnb<cU .jyhpH 

jv .jyhU nP#U< y%fU ,G t%C yHh

P.G i<g m%o tMn, hnlvyhonmco

H jv nbpnmvH pj<hsnmoH i<g jv 

a.vH rnhV jv .jynbH i<g jv .

jy> , bktvH i<g jv .iogjH j

v p<;tsgjH i<g x; jv pjwnbgj

H boro> bcfMnmoo>N 

 

rnhV , a.vH i<g , agvH l mw 

pnlnbwngonbooH ,G ,nho aknhU 

h msgeci ,h nm<hV ep jv .f

ohdH , pgnm t<hH xsE l .v t

qtbG i<g wjyG jv .jynb jv o

Msgtov boro> bcfMnmoo> h j

v Ugn,ognhoojcU i<g jv pgynbg

nhcU boro> bcfMnmoo>N rnhV ,

G boy ,sgjcU bfG boj ;gjkH 

bn,ohpH h nmv bs<lyjvH j bf 

jv t;EhdogecoHN 

 

m%o h jv bktb<cU moo> j bk

t,> bom bUg .G bs<lnb , mgG 

, ewgG bgtG .dmH jv bktvlG 

Jjdmn,nmoo> i<g bktvlG tu y

osnb jv j<jugbov bom bUg bn

,ohp nhk<H .iogenmoo> jv cj

foyov jv pgynbgtov boro> 

bcfMnmoo>N m%o ,nho h bf m

gve<gnmG nP#U< i<g ,G .vDh<nlg

nbH , hpnbcyvH , jcbjH .yMp

mhonbnb i<g , cM;vH , nmv b

ktvlvH m%onbN nrv x; h mEnh b

ktvlvH j hnlvyhnpnpH tp jv xf

nlvH pj<hsnmoH i<g ,;go h nmg

yvH .iogenmoo> jv .wgonboo

H boro> .to<jnm mE;dnmkxo>N 

boy fcvenmU gx<;V x; , jg<j

dcoH mE;d> uvtH i<g tMn, bn

,p jv agT jv mgvenmoo> boy 

h jwhoHN boy okutgp okpU j

Wtgstgp l mgjdH .to<jnm mE;

dnmkx g bf jvgonbucUN 

 

o nm qn,oyhg" x; boro> c<j 

,G .fcvt;MnmU q;V buV o nm 

bf bo<lkveU bfG bom ;gjk .

G bcfMnmp ,G h j uvgGN 
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,G gna j nbcgT lnho> ohU i<g 

eqH nm bwfpecU h jwcooH .Ej 

bktnmp bom h o<fooj mgnmp 

bwV l ytwsvhdoH mE;do>N o<gT 

j .p<gonbucU jv bwfohdH .Ej 

bktnmkx" h jwcoH bUg .to<jnm

kxnm t<f;hoH q;V boy .Ej bc

vgnmU ep .v mjucU h jnp<dcoH 

jv gnh<dcoH l .v nb<dH qU;tgp 

U;ng< b<jnm fcmhU bUg eJoH .v 

xoE xga;H ,h ,gnhu;ci l .v 

bo<lcoH bcvgnmohtH bxg> h m

<xMpnhHN i<g j boyU l .v bkn

mfcU QokU boy x; .v .to<jn

m mE;dnmkx"N tso x; ep g .v 

mjucU mo;H l mgjdH boy h j

wcoH bktnmkx" boy m<xN 

 

q;V yh ,j ohpcgH ,G pjp> m%

o KgpocU j bf boegnyH jv .w

gonbooH h jwcooH bktnmkxo> 

bUg okpU mg<hiMnm mE;dnm h j 

.wgonbooH .to<jnmkxnm t<fnh 

bUg eJoH .v xoE bgnbx<hG jv 

agonbH h jwcoH bktnm bcvgnmp 

bUg bgnbx<hsH xga;H i<g lwvnb

uH i<g jv bp<;ohdH eJoH eJo

nm to<f;H i<g tMn, ,<xDH b<j

"N .yEl;nbH .jynmnmU i<g okpU 

mg<hiMnm mE;d> j .wgnbH .G b

s<lnm bx<gylnmoo> jv p<;ohdj 

jn,fuH mgnmp , bcvgonbH h j

wcoH bktnmkx" bUg .Ej okpU 

mg<hiMnm mE;dnm t<f;hoHN ,; 

h bf .wgonbH phabuH Ft<a b

ktnmUN .y phaguH Ft<a bktnmU 

j pgnm j<lognyH l .v .wgonbj 

.pcgenmp l .v cjfohdH h jw

coj bktnmp bom bUg h o<fj 

mgnmpN boy phabuH Ft<a bktn

mU j hEjgnbH jv ynbvxgvH ak t

p bxg> jWtgstgp Qokp h Ugn,

ottv bom .v bktnm bcvgnmp 

hjp> bom o<s mgnmp .v h Ugn

,otG jv bp<;nbxlohdj bUg h 

jwcoH bktnmkx" buG okpU mg<h

iMnm mE;dnmht;HN 

 

rnhV boy h mjH ,G i<g okpU 

mg<hiMnm mE;d> j .gtnbH , bk

tbvH fx%< hpg h uvgo<cU jv .

wgov .Ud#. b<jH o<gT gmyU e

pmlnmoo> nbLE U;ngJtgp fcmhU 

b<j" phabuH bgnbx<hGN fx%< Ugn

,ogecU .to<jnm mE;do> boy 

epmlnmU .v i<g jv pjgonbH b

oy okpU mg<hiMnm mE;dnmkx" 

,nhoy rnpwo;ci jv msvhdN h 

mwpnhH bcfMnmU i<g l .v ytws

hvdH fx%< j mgwnbghnpU jv onq

xlpH boro> .to<jnmkxo" eJoH 

.v xoE lwvnbuHN h mEnh jwgon

bH boy .Ej .to<jnmkx" g bQc

jfpynbhonmcU okpU mg<hiMnm m

E;d> jv xeggGN ,G j nbcgT .y 

.Ej .wgnmoo> l .v bcby;ponb

H jv .wgonbooH h jwcooH .Ej 

bktnmkxo> bUg .Ej .to<jnm mE

;dnmkxH bnbMd ug> l mgjdH m<

xV nmp jv .wgonbH fcU .Ej bk

tnmkxnm t<f;hU l mw xyxleHN n

,,> xMT 2005 h jvn, bx<gylvH 

okpU mg<hiMnm mE;dH j cjfpy

lnbH jv bcvmttv bnbMd tggG j

W tgstgp jv .wgonbooH boy 

owgp i. h m<xgxlkoH h jwco

oH bktnmkxo> eJoH .v xoE bg

nbx<hsH bwV bom tMn, h Ugn,o

gnhooj mE;dnm bcvgnmp i<g jv 

cjfpyvH bom owgp i. bktnmk

xk bom phabuH Ft<a bktnmoH 

l bcvgov bom mgnmpN 

 

,j cjfpjH jv bcvgonbooH bo

ro> h jwcooH bktnmkxo> boj 

h jvn, bx<gjH okpUg mg<hiMnm 

mE;dH h oho<cU .jy> ymH tggn

bxU i<g , j<juggG ,G j nbcf

pn,> h mw nbcge;ci jv tnpwg

onbH j<jubyJnmU i<g bcfMnm j<

jubylnmU i<g Us;uo nmvmn,nmp 

i<g l .v bcby;ponbH bcfMnmU 

.v boj moonbH bom mgnmp l 

.v bcvgvH buV h jwhoH h bcv

gonbooj .Ej bktnmpN 

 

bfG bn,ohpH h mw nbcgjH ,h 

h j ykEjhdooj i<g h jxEh;pon

booj r<hpH ,G j nbcgT l .v 

hEjgonbooH ;gjkH h mdogjH ,h 

jv mjooHN j cjfpT Msolnmoo> 

j<jugmn,nmoo> i<g yEhn,ogenmU 

lo;H jv bcfMponbooH jv tnpw

H bcfMnmU bUg nbp> jn,fuHN ok

pU mg<hiMnm mE;d> i<g boy p

habuH Ft<a bktnmU oQ jv hEjg

yJnmpN tnlV ,G .v h pphnmpnh

ooj pmnmp i<g .hEj.nmnmp i<

g .ohoMnmUN  
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My Tribute to Ed Chilton 

I first met Ed in 1996 when I came to work 

with the Mushkegowuk Council in Moose 

Factory.  Ed was Supervisor of Technical 

Services there at the �me and was busy 

working on the water and sewer infra-

structure projects as well as the housing 

retrofit programs in the communi�es of 

A0awapiskat, Kashechewan, and Fort Al-

bany.  I saw firsthand his humility and his 

pa�ence in working with people. It didn’t 

ma0er if it was a young person, an elder, 

a bureaucrat, or someone with a lot of 

power, Ed always took the �me to explain 

things in a way that wasn’t condescend-

ing, didn’t make you feel stupid, but made 

you feel important and a part of the pro-

ject in ques�on.  He treated everyone 

with a lot of respect and when he gave his 

word on something, well, that was a 

promise that would be kept.  Another key 

element of his character was his integrity. 

There is a saying, “Every man has his 

price..” not Ed. He couldn’t be bought off.  

If it didn’t appear “right”, if it smelled fun-

ny, he wouldn’t go there no ma0er what 

was offered. Uppermost in his mind, al-

ways, was improving the quality of life for 

the average community member.  Ed 

found his niche, combining his unique 

blend of skills, in building community in-

frastructure.  There is very li0le glory or 

flashiness in infrastructure.  Like the foun-

da�on of a house, it goes unno�ced un�l 

it fails. This suited Ed fine as he never 

wanted the limelight or the public recog-

ni�on for any of his successful projects.  I 

recently went through the 10 year anni-

versary slide show that we did in 2007 at 

the Dante Club and there was not one 

picture of Ed in that slideshow.  He pre-

ferred that the project’s success speak for 

itself.  That the project’s success be recog-

nized as the communi�es’ success, as the 

result of a lot of people’s hard work and 

dedica�on. Yet the reality is, without Ed, 

there would be no Five Na�ons Energy 

Inc. There would be no grid based electric-

ity source there.  Diesel fuel would s�ll be 

hauled twice a year, houses would s�ll 

have to wait a long �me to be connected, 

ba0les with the federal government for 

upgrades to the generators would be s�ll 

be ongoing, life would con�nue as it had 

since the early 70’s with a very limited 

supply of electricity that was subject to a 

lot of power outages.  Ed’s biggest chal-

lenge however, was not in building the 

line but was in trying to find ways to have 

people, especially community leaders, to 

see that FNEI was their success story.  It 

really saddened him to hear the nega�ve 

comments, to see the a0acks on FNEI, and 

to have to deal with people who would 

work hard to destroy the success that 

FNEI was.  

I was very fortunate to be able to work 

closely with Ed these past 17 years and 

learn from him.  His a1tude was if it 

makes sense, if it benefits the community 

as a whole, then let’s do it.  No ma0er if 

the idea was risky and no ma0er who said 

it couldn’t be done.  Self-confidence with-

out arrogance.  The ability to lead without 

domineering or bullying people or leading 

for the glory and affirma�on.  The ability 

to ins�ll confidence in those around him, 

to believe with him that dreams can be 

realized, that posi�ve change can be 

effected, that status quo is not good 

enough.  The ability to build consensus, to 

mediate between opposing viewpoints, to 

find common ground and build a shared 

vision.  And I watched quiet strength that 

would not be in�midated.  Whether it was 

a very angry local poli�cian a0acking Ed 

personally who didn’t understand what 

the project was about, or a government 

bureaucrat mocking the idea of a First 

Na�on owned and operated transmission 

line, or downtown Toronto bankers chal-

lenging Ed to show how these three com-

muni�es would be able to pay back over 

$26 million in loans.  Ed wouldn’t back 

down, always looking for a solu�on to 

whatever came up.  Related to this was 

Ed’s ability to forgive those who a0acked 

or done him wrong.  Even when placed in 

a posi�on to retaliate and pay someone 

back for what that person had done to 

him, he wouldn’t do it.  And I saw how Ed 

was able to a0ract highly professional and 

commi0ed project team members and 

mo�vate them to bring out their best 

skills and talents by ins�lling confidence, 

by leading without ego, leading without 

needing to take the credit for every good 

idea.  At the same �me, once you were 

part of this team, there were very high 

expecta�ons placed on you.  Ed always 

demanded the best from himself and he 

expected the same from those that he 

worked with.  If you gave Ed a commit-

ment saying that you would have this or 

that to him by a certain �me, you made 

sure it was done by then!  

Ed was a very private individual and I was 

very honoured to get to know him on a 

personal level as well as on a professional 

level.  His love and devo�on for his family, 

the pride that he had in his sons, the love 

for his wife Maureen, and his generosity 

to those in need.  This all spoke volumes 

to me and mo�vated me to strive for ex-

cellence in all areas of my life, personally 

as well as professionally.  I miss you Ed, I 

appreciate the �me and effort that you 

invested in my life and I will do my best to 

embody those principles that you taught 

me both in word and in deed. Till we meet 

again……. 
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Cree Transla�on of Mr. Rod Reimer’s Tribute to Mr. Ed Chilton starts on Page 41 



  

 

Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                             Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                             Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                             Special Edition of Five Nations Energy Inc. News                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     2013201320132013    
Cree Transla�on of Mr. Rod Reimer’s Tribute to Mr. Ed Chilton 

, j<jMsgnbH ,G v_fU, j<jMsgnbH ,G v_fU, j<jMsgnbH ,G v_fU, j<jMsgnbH ,G v_fU    

 

o<gT Uj pjEhnbg" , G 1996 h x

AH m<x h av bcfMkU .yEl; .j

ynmnmobUg eJonm to<f;HN ,G .

jynmcU jvn, bcfMnm nmvmn,nmoH 

bUg rnhV boy i<g .gtcU , uv

gG ox" i<g rLb<nh bcvgnm bcf

Mnmp bwV nb<hmho ytugnm bs<l

nmoH bom mgnmp .v bgnbx<hG 

lwvnbU i<g xgaHN fxpn, Uj nbc

gnyU .gcdoenmU i<g .wxon,Mnm

U , nmv bcfMyG moonbN ep nb

LE g mjU jq<xU h .Ej xyfMG j

Wkb> jv .jynm bs<lhU i<g x; 

bn,p t<gm h g;pH yEhnmMnmoo> 

,G eqH bn,gT jv ckd nmgH lnh

p ,h , gcdoemn,G ,h , hjc

doenmn,G q;V , j<dgnhm<H i<g 

, bwgt;MnbG bUg lnho> h uvgo

nbooHN j hpnbcr> tMn, bn,ohp 

, jv j<doyG i<g m<x h cjfp

G .G bktnmU lnho> .v gna j b

Qgyl> l hpn,ogHN ;gH lnhU jvn, 

.G mfgMnmoH .gnanblog;MnmUN m

gnhU mndnmUN tMn, bn,p bk> , 

gjgJGN ep nmp ,GN ep j nbLwh

onmcUN jq<xU h unhoonl ,h , 

gnayhooH jq<xU h tpnhoonl ep 

bUg g msdcU ep nbLE mpcgU ln

ho> h cjfpynmdN .KT lnho> .y

tsiogenmoH eqH ,nho jv tuc

ongonbooH ,w xyfMov bom m

oonb mgnmoHN ,G j t<hT ynbV 

,w pmG , johnmpH nmp fxpn, 

h mwpnhooj .hEj.nmnmp , .wg

G l .v ocnmyhooH mgnmoo>N e

p nbnbV bxwE gnhU j<fMnmU i<g 

x; yygnm lnhU h .v ocnmyhH ln

hUN gx<;V ,w dg<dH nb<hmhU ep 

cxM<lognhU cfy h cjfHN j p,U

gT x; ,G ep nm<hV jv j<lot;M

G i<g x; moonb jv oMgn,ogt

ov ,w hEjgyJG x; l; bom .G 

bcfMnmpN b<gt<x .g Uj 2007 h 

xAH gUd rgn,nmht;H i<g ep nbn

bV akH .yMpnbx<jwonmU ,G bo

m yMpnbx<hmhp h j u;gonbjN 

,nho h mdUgH h j mw hEjgyJyh

ooH boro bcfMnmoo> jv bkt<

gyJyhooHN boy bcfMnmU h mw 

hEjgJyhooH jv oMgn,ovhdoH m

gnmp , hEjgyJyooH tKnbV tFG 

moonbH lo;H ,j bcfMvH i<g 

,w cjfofJvHN q;V yh ,nho ,

wpnhH ,h mg;ci ,G ep gj mgn

hucU okpU mg<hiMnm mE;d>N ep 

g mgnhucU .to<jnm mE;d> .<;f

tH h .gxleH bUgN ny;aMnm xt" 

jkxV g xtnmgonbucU onq aknh 

, xAH nb<hmhp jkxV .y jun,E 

g agonbucU jv p<;nbxlohdj g

wi g ywbhonmcU jv .jy> jv y

tunmgonbj bom xTcovhp xyfMn

mU aknhU g mwpnhucU xyfMnmU h 

mwpnhjcU o<gT onKJtgp xAp h 

bf jvcoH h udcojcU .to<jnm 

mE;d> tFng h jv .v bEgnmcoH 

mE;d>N q;V yh ynbV .KT h j o

cnmEgH ,G ep nmp , .wgonbH 

boy xqhx" yh , pgnm t<hH m

oonb .KT mgnmo h ohoMov , 

nbcgbG boro> okpU mg<hiMnm 

mE;do> nmpnb> .fcvt;Mnmonb> 

,j hEjgyJvHN tso j cnhgecU , 

agH nhUg> , bktponbooH , nbc

gH , ywgonbooH okpU mg<hiMn

m mE;do> i<g , uvbG bom m

oonb lo;H , bcfMov jv onqp

vgov h mw hEjgJyhooH okpU m

g<hiMnm mE;do>N Uj qn,og;MU 

aQV ,j nmv bcfMyH ,G bom 

onKJqx xAp .gpH i<g ,j j<j

ubynmGN ,nho ,sgjcU jq<xU h 

akd oMsgnhH jq<xU l nmvm;nbnl 

tMn, mgnmU ,; msggN ep nbLE 

g mjU jq<xU boy h mngvhdH l 

piKiognhunl i<g ep nbLE g m

jU bg bn,p ep gj msvhd> h m

ndnlN yEhn,ogenmU , pygnhH jwq

n,oenmUN , hEjgonbH ,h , faU

vhonbH i<g yEhn,ogenmU , pygn

hH jwqn,oenmUN , hEjgonbH ,h 

, faUvhonbH i<g x; , yiotvH 

moonbH i<g x; , ohoMponbH 

j<fMnmU i<g gnat;MnmU x; .vN 

, hEjgG j cjfpynbG yEhn,ogen

moo> bom lwnbH bn,ohp jv n

mv gnaLotG h cnbvhdj lnhp vj 

bf unhooj h tnpwH nb bfohdH 

vj mjH yh buV mwpnhH ,h gna 

, tnpwHN h hEjgonbH jv .wonbH 

ak; mdogenmUN g g<gnmV jv mg

onbH bmg> oQ h pjEhsyh mdo

genmpN , t<hdH aknhuH l .vhcn

mponbH i<g jv .wgonbH gx<;V 

nb .fKcvhdHN i<g Uj nbcdU hkt 

yEhnmMnmU ,h h j ?jgonbHN jq<

xU h jv jnKMnl mgnmoH .jynb> 

, yioyG ,fnb fxpn, ,h h o

MsgH mnggeyhooH boro> bcfMn

moo> i<g jv .jynm bcvbhU , 

yiUgH .o<gy<hiMnb vj faUgto 

i<g xTcongov .to<jnm mE;dnmk

xo> i<g x; rnhLE sn!Us h Qok

oht;H Qokojynb , tqtbvH ,f

nb jv nbcgmn,ov gUd l msgtov 

bom o<s mgnmp l j .v jn, f

cmlov bom bnbMd owgp U;ng< 

jW 
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Con�nued on Page 42 



  

 

 
tgstgp bnbbM QokpN ,G ep .v moel> eqH 

, pgnm t<hH l .v tucoo> lnhU x; h e<jcoo

HN bwV yh .y ,G j hEjg> jv AioyG bom h y

iot;G i<g x; h j nbosg;GN nbnmE nmp m<x h 

msgnmd jv p<;G i<g x; jv jn, yioyG bom 

bn,ohp h j nbosg;G ep boy g msgecUNi<g Uj 

nbcy> hsgH ,G ,j hEjgG jv Ugnbct;G h jv hEj

.ov i<g l  cjfofJov h nm bcfMtsov i<g , 

hhvbG jv e<jptov ynbV , mw hEj.ov i<g .h

Ej.nmoo> , bwfpH yEhn,ogenmoo> , ohoG ,

h fxpn, , ytsiotfJG , ohoMG ,h , Ugn,o

gH nmp fxpn, jv .fpyJG gng h tnpwooH md

ogenmoo>N aknhU yh m<x h bwgxnbG bUg yynm  

bs<hsnmoH t<gm j h ytwsghnmUN ,G eqH ynbC 

,w hEjgG gnm msgT i<g ,nho aknhU ,w ytwsgn

b<cU bom h j nmv bcfMyGN jq<xU h cjfpynbG 

,G lnho> jv msgnyG .y i<g boy vj bkG lnho

> fx xMeyoH j<fpV j h msdU jv jwgkU boy 

m<x h j mndnbiN 

 

ep .v j<lognhmfJ> fxpn, ,G i<g Uj qn,og;

MU ,j bf j<loyH nmp fxpn, mdl i<g jv bc

fMnmoH mdlN ,j KjbG i<g cjfofJG nmvqp .

vN ,j j<dogH .;MM .vN ,j KjbG nmjyhp ny#p 

i<g .qn,ovlnmU bom h udcovN bom tMn, t<

gm Uj bktm;U i<g Uj hhvm;U jv UgnbcgyU h jv 

tnpwH tMn, x; ,w xyfMkU fxpn, i<g jvn,oG 

bcfMnmoHN j nbomf ,GN o pp<;eU boy m<x 

i<g h j mw hEjgkU , cjfpyJkU o xyfMnmoH 

i<g ,w hEjgkU o h msdU jv xeggkU bom h o

hiognhj h j j<jubynmkU hjp> bktnmoH i<g m

sgenmoN cfy tp  m<x l nbctskHN 

Cree Transla�on of Mr. Rod Reimer’s Tribute to Mr. Ed Chilton Con�nued from Page 41 
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***************************************************************** 

There you see Mr. Ed Chilton & Mr. Cecil MacDonald on the right hos�ng a tour of the North with people from 

the  Ministry of Energy & the Independent Electricity System Operator.   
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Ed (le.) having a fun game of cribbage with some 

colleagues!! 

 

This picture was taken in the early development stag-

es of the FNEI Transmission Line. 

Le� to right: 

Ms. Valerie Helbronner, FNEI Lawyer from Ogilvy Re-

nault LLP,  Mr. Ernie T. Sutherland, FNEI President, 

Mr. Richard King, FNEI Lawyer from Ogilvy Renault 

LLP. 

Can you spot Ed way in the back.   

(Hint:  dark moustache) 

 

This is a picture of the FNEI Board & Staff during a De 

Beers Canada Line mee�ng in 2004! 
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Coming Soon!!  Our newly redesigned FNEI Website! 

 

Our current website is being redesigned by Cor Consul�ng of Timmins!  

 

Published by: 

Five Nations Energy Inc. 

Suite 421 

70C Mountjoy Street North 

Timmins, ON 

P4N 4V7 

Telephone:  705-268-0056 

Fax:  705-268-0071 

Website:  www.fivenations.ca 

WE ALSO WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE ALL THOSE PROPLE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THIS SPECIAL EDITION OF THE FIVE NATIONS ENERGY 

INC. NEWSLETTER IN MEMORY OF MR. ED CHILTON: 

 

MRS. SUSAN MACLEOD  SISTER OF LATE ED CHILTON  

MS. ANN PRITCHARD  SISTER IN LAW OF LATE ED CHILTON 

CHIEF NORMAN HARDISTY  MOOSE CREE FIRST NATION 

MR. LEO FRIDAY   DEPUTY GRAND CHIEF, MUSHKEGOWIK COUNCIL 

MR. MIKE GULL   ATTAWAPISKAT FIRST NATION 

MR. MIKE METATAWABIN  FNEI PRESIDENT 

MS. LUCIE EDWARDS  FNEI CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

MR. ROD REIMER   FNEI FINANCE CONTROLLER 

MR. LARRY BROOKSBANK  FORMER FNEI ADVISOR 

MR. GREG SPENCE   TRANSLATOR  

 

 Picture of FNEI Line at Sunset 
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On behalf of Five Na�ons Energy Inc.,  we wholeheartedly thank each and every one on their thoughts and pray-

ers on Ed’s passing.   We will never forget how much Five Na�ons Energy Inc., meant to Ed, and Five Na�ons 

Energy Inc., the Communi�es and its peoples, and all those who crossed paths with Ed, will never forget just 

how much Ed meant to them!   


